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Welcome Bishop John 



Next Bishop of Oxford is delighted to return to the diocese which inspired his calling 



BISHOP John Pritchard (pic- 
tured right) will officially 
become the new Bishop of 
Oxford on 8 June, after a 
Service of Inauguration at 
2 pm in Christ Church 
Cathedral. 

News of Bishop John’s 
appointment came from 
Downing Street early in the 
morning of 1 1 December. 

Currently the Suffragan 
Bishop of Jarrow 
in the Diocese of 
Durham, Bishop 
John told of his 
surprise and 
delight in accept- 
ing his new post: 

‘I have looked at 
and admired the life and 
vitality of the Diocese of 
Oxford from afar, but never 
imagined I would have the 
opportunity to make a con- 
tribution. It’s a great honour 
for me ’ 

He says there is also 
‘wonderful symmetry 



'He will be a 
strength and 
inspiration to 
the team/ 



a 

for 



himself and wife, Wendy, in 
returning to Oxford where 
they were both students at 
Oxford University and mem- 
bers of St Aldate’s Church. 

It was as a student that he 
found his faith and first felt 
the calling to ministry. 

The Rt Revd Colin 
Fletcher, Bishop of 
Dorchester, who has been 
Acting Bishop of Oxford 
since the retire- 
ment of Bishop 
Richard Harries 
last June, said: 
‘I’ve known John 
for many years 
and I am delight- 
ed he will be join- 
ing us... I know he will be a 
strength and inspiration to 
the team.’ 

Catch up with the bishop's 
first tour of his new diocese , 
and find out more about 
opportunities to meet him 
yourself this summer, on the 
centre pages of The DOOR. 




Preparing to shepherd a new flock - Bishop John will begin his ministry here this summer. 



Photo Phil Hind 




And farewell to the Archdeacon of Buckingham 



The Venerable Sheila Watson, Archdeacon of 
Buckingham, has become the first woman to join the 
Senior Staff team of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Sheila, (53), has been appointed Archdeacon of 
Canterbury and will be installed on 28 April in 
Canterbury Cathedral. She will share in the leader- 
ship of the diocese and, in particular, of nine of its 16 
deaneries. She will also become a core part of the 
Cathedral team as Residentiary Canon. 

Uniquely, the Archdeacon of Canterbury also acts 
on behalf of the Archbishop in enthroning new 



diocesan bishops in 27 of England’s 43 dioceses. As 
such, Sheila will return to the Oxford Diocese in June 
to play a key role in the inauguration of the new 
Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard (him- 
self a previous Archdeacon of Canterbury). 

Sheila says: ‘I have been very lucky to see so many 
different contexts in ministry and I am particularly 
grateful for recent years with the team in Oxford and 
Buckinghamshire. It will be a wrench to leave.’ 

The Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt Revd Alan 
Wilson, called the appointment ‘imaginative and for- 



ward-looking’ and good for the church and for the 
Diocese of Canterbury. 

He said: ‘Along with the other clergy all over 
Buckinghamshire, I will miss her clear thinking, 
directness, good humour and awareness of the 
process necessary to build an effective team.’ 

Sheila takes over from the Venerable Patrick Evans 
who retires in March. 

Bishop Alan asks your views as we seek a new 
archdeacon, see page 2 
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In brief 



News 



Suffering 

THE Most Revd and Rt Hon 
John Sentamu, Archbishop 
of York, will lead The 
Chaplains’ Mission to the 
University of Oxford this 
year. 

‘Jesus Christ - Suffering 
and Glory’ is the theme of 
the Mission which runs from 
30 January to 2 February 
and invites people to consid- 
er the message of Jesus 
Christ in the world today. 

Events include evening lec- 
tures by the Archbishop. 
And at Wesley Memorial 
Church a collection of shoes 
and stories from Christians 
around the world depict 
what it means for each one 
to believe in Christ in their 



and Glory 




particular situation. 

The Mission is hosted by 
the chaplains of the 
University of Oxford and 
denominational chaplains of 
the city churches. For further 
details see the website 
www.sufferingandglory.com 



Remembering slavery, Set all free 

A ‘Walk of Witness’ through London on Saturday 24 March, 
will see thousands of pilgrims, led by the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York, walk in repentance for the Church of 
England’s complicity in the slave trade. 

You can mark the Bicentenary of the Abolition of the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade Act locally at a public service with 
drama, readings and music in Christ Church Cathedral on 
Sunday 25 March at 6pm. Admission is free but you must 
book, email mary.bide@chch.ox.ac.uk or write to the 
Precentor, Christ Church Cathedral, St Aldates, Oxford. 



Brew up for Fairtrade 

REGISTER your church group now to be part of Fairtrade 
Fortnight’s The Big Brew. Fairtrade in Oxfordshire is asking 
churches of all denominations in the county to brew up a cof- 
fee morning between 3 and 10 March, using Fairtrade prod- 
ucts and publicity material to raise public awareness of fair 
trade. The impact is from the number of churches registering, 
so don’t forget to sign up by 6 February. Forms are available 
on the Oxford diocese website: www.oxford.anglican.org 



No Home, No Justice 

By Sister Anne CSJB, Oxford's chaplain to the homeless. 



HOMELESS in Oxford. 
Those three words are reality 
for a number of single people 
and my brief is to represent 
all the churches in Central 
Oxford in reaching out to 
our homeless community. 

I am there for Christians, 
for those of other faiths or of 
no faith. I am there for all 
who are sleeping rough, for 
those in the night shelter and 
various hostels, and those 
who are in their own accom- 
modation, but who still need 
and use many of the facili- 
ties. 

Facilities such as the 

Gatehouse or Stepping 

Stones. Both are Christian 
based; the former is a drop- 
in cafe and the latter has a 
membership but works on a 
drop-in basis for food and 
some activities. I try to drop 
in to them fairly regularly. 
I’m also available for the vol- 
unteers and the staff of the 
many and varied facilities 
that Oxford offers. I see the 
work of the chaplain very 
much as a presence, being 
there for and alongside them. 

I can never really know 
what it must be like for those 
who find themselves needing 
to use the Shelter, or those 
who prefer not to; or what it 
is really like to be addicted to 
drugs or alcohol and trying 
to come off them. But I try to 
get alongside, to empathise. 
I encourage, help them find 



some glimmer of hope and 
try to give them back some 
of the self-worth which so 
often they have totally lost. 
Sometimes we talk about 
God and his all-embracing 
love and when appropriate 
of Jesus and his desire to 
walk with them out of the 
darkness and into the light of 
new life. 

I remind them that Jesus 
was homeless at his birth and 

Sometimes we talk 
about God and his 
all-embracing love 
and, when appropri- 
ate, of Jesus and his 
desire to walk with 
them out of the dark- 
ness and into the 
light of new life. 

then became a refugee: dur- 
ing his ministry he was NFA 
(no fixed abode) and often 
sofa-surfed (stayed with 
friends) and died on a cross 
as a criminal outside the city. 
Out of that came resurrec- 
tion - and God offers them 
the possibility of new life. 

Do we see success? Yes, 
some move on to their own 
homes, some go off to rehab 
hostels in other places and 
we hope continue to move 
forward. Others go back 
down to the bottom. But I 



like to think of it as a spiral, 
rather than a circle and 
encourage them to do the 
same. 

Many churches keep 29 
January as Homelessness 
Sunday. This year the theme 
is ‘No Home No Justice’. 

At St. Giles Church there 
will be a special service at 
6.30 pm that day and we 
welcome anyone who does 
not have a service at their 
own church but would like 
to come and support the 
work being done for the 
homeless and learn more 
about what it means to be in 
that situation. 

On the 2 and 3 February, 
at St Michael at the North 
Gate, there will be a display 
showcasing the facilities that 
Oxford offers homeless peo- 
ple, and the opportunity to 
talk with them and some of 
those who work with them. 
It is open from 11.30 am to 
3.30pm. 

For more details about 
Homelessness Sunday and its 
theme this year go to 
www.homelessness- 
sunday.org.uk 

Sister Anne is happy to 
preach or speak about her 
work as homeless chaplain 
to church and community 
groups. Contact her on 
07871 588 003 or email 
homelesschaplain@yahoo.co.uk 



Petition for help 
with church repairs 

An initiative of a parishioner 
in the Bristol diocese, means 
that an on-line petition is 
now available on the Downing 
Street website, encouraging 
the Government to provide 
more financial help for repair 
of Church of England build- 
ings. Anyone wanting to sign 
up should see http://peti- 
tions.pm.gov.uk/preservation/ 



Your views sought 

As the Ven Sheila Watson 
leaves the diocese to become 
the Archdeacon of 
Canterbury, her post of 
Archdeacon of Buckingham 
will become vacant. If you 
have views on the qualities 
necessary for the post, or a 
suggestion of a suitable per- 
son for the role, the Rt Revd 
Alan Wilson, Bishop of 
Buckingham would like to 
hear from you. Write to him 
at Sheridan, Grimms Hill, 
Great Missenden, Bucks 
HP16 9BD or email bishop 
bucks@oxford.anglican.org 



New faces at Pact 

The new president of dioce- 
san family charity Pact will 
be the new Bishop of Oxford, 
the Rt Revd John Pritchard. 
Malcolm Fearn joins the 
charity from the Oxford City 
Primary Health Care trust, 
as Chair of the Board of 
Trustees. 
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Bishops and Archdeacons 

BISHOP OF OXFORD 

Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 ONB 
Tel: 01865 208222. Fax: 01865 79Q470. 

E-mail: bishopoxon@oxford.anglican.org 

ARCHDEACONRY OF OXFORD 

Bishop of Dorchester The Right Revd Colin Fletcher, Arran House, Sandy 
Lane, Yarnton, Oxford 0X5 1PB Tel: 01865 375541. 

Fax: 01865 379890. E-mail: bishopdorchester@oxford.anglican.org 
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ARCHDEACONRY OF BERKSHIRE 
Bishop of Reading The Right Revd Stephen Cottrell, 
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Archdeacon The Venerable Norman Russell, Foxglove House, 

Love Lane, Donnington, Newbury, Berks RG14 2JG Tel: 01635 552820. 
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ARCHDEACONRY OF BUCKINGHAM 
Bishop of Buckingham The Right Revd Alan Wilson, 

Sheridan, Grimms Hill, Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9BD 
Tel: 01494 862173. Fax: 01494 890508. 

E-mail : bishopbucks@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable Sheila Watson, Bede House, Paul's Hill, 

Penn, High Wycombe, Bucks HP10 8NZ Tel 01494 814571. 

E-mail archdbuc@oxford.anglican.org 
PROVINCIAL EPISCOPAL VISITOR 

Bishop of Ebbsfleet The Right Revd Andrew Burnham, Bishops House, 
Dry Sandford, Abingdon, 0X13 6JP Tel: 01865 390746 
E-mail: bishop.andrew@ebbsfleet.org.uk 



READERS’ NOTICE BOARD 

FOR SALE TWO RAMPS FOR DISABLED ENTRY - Approx 10' 
x 32”, and 34" x 32". Originally cost £1 ,000 together, offers please on 
behalf of St Peter and St Paul's Church, Church Hanborough.Tel 01993 
881292 

GENTS BLACK CLERICAL SUIT - good quality; hardly worn. 
Jacket 44” chest, trousers 38” waist, 32” inside leg. 01235 529084 

OPTELEC/TELESENSORY CCTV READING MACHINE. 

17” colour. 2 years old. Cost £2,200 will sell for £1,100 ono 
01395 445447 



r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — •% 

FREE Reader Service 

| Advertise household articles for sale or donation in The Door, or | 
| send personal messages of congratulations or sympathy to friends 
| and family - for free! 

I Simply fill in the form below and return it to us — we’ll do the rest. 

J Name I 

I Address I 



Post Code 

Telephone/Mobile 



Item, offer, description or message - up to a maximum of 20 words; 



Post to: 

The Door, 4th Floor, Central House, 142 Central Street, 
London, EC1 V 8AR 

Space is limited and is offered on a strictly first come, 
first served basis. 

This is a reader service and does not extend to business sales 
of any sort. 
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Feature 



A faith 




career 



Bishop John talks to Sally Jarman about his life and ministry 



GROWING up as a vicar’s son 
didn’t enamour the young, 
Salford-born John Pritchard 
to clergy life at all. 

Clearly, things have 
changed, as the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard is soon to become 
the next Bishop of Oxford. 
But he explains: ‘Although 
now I have huge respect for 
my father (and I’m becoming 
more and more like him as 
the years go by!) as a young 
man I was reluctant to follow 
in his footsteps. There, was 
no money in it and, from my 
point of view at the time, I 
didn’t get to see as much of 
my father as I would have 
liked. So I didn’t think it was 
the path I would follow.’ 

In fact, Bishop John says it 
wasn’t until he went up to 
Oxford to study law at St 
Peter’s College that he had a 
change of heart. He saw his 
time at university as a chance 
to ‘renegotiate everything’ 
about his life, including his 
faith. 

Crucially, he still joined a 
group of young Christians 
reading the New Testament 
again and recalls: ‘I came 
away as puzzled as ever about 
Paul, but fascinated by the 
other people in the group 
who seemed to have some- 
thing different about them - 
an intriguing extra that made 
me feel I was missing some- 
thing somewhere. That’s 
when the penny dropped and 
I realised I had found my 
faith. It was life-changing.’ 

By the time he finished his 
law degree, he had realised 
his calling to ministry, and 
went on to study for a 
Diploma in Theology at 
Oxford, followed by a 
Certificate in Pastoral 
Theology in Cambridge, and 
was ordained in 1972. (He 
later took an MLitt in 
Durham.) 

Looking back, there are no 
regrets about entering the 
priesthood so early in life. He 
says: ‘I realised that ordina- 
tion would fulfil all I wanted 
from my career; I could use 
my mind, help people and fol- 
low my faith. There was no 
struggle then.’ 

Helping people has indeed 
been a defining characteristic 
of Bishop John’s ministry. 
His curacy was spent at St 
Martin’s in the Bullring in 
central Birmingham where, 
he remembers: ‘It was a 
parish with all the city’s prob- 
lems in microcosm, including 
homelessness, poverty and 



other social issues. The pubs 
that were bombed by the IRA 
at that time were in my 
parish. It was a great start to 
ministry.’ 

From there he became 
youth chaplain to the Diocese 
of Bath and Wells - a ministry 
still close to his heart - then 
Director of Pastoral Studies 
and later warden at Cranmer 
Hall, the Church of England’s 
theological college in 
Durham. 

After a time as Archdeacon 
of Canterbury and Canon 
Residentiary of Canterbury 
Cathedral, he returned to 
Durham to be consecrated as 
Bishop of Jarrow in 2002 
where, among his responsibil- 
ities has been encouragement 
and care of the clergy. 

Pastoral care and teaching 
are key treasures in ministry, 
he believes, helping people 
see and understand the riches 



'What value does 
faith have if we don't 
put ourselves wher- 
ever need is present?' 



of the Christian faith, making 
them feel valued and under- 
stood and helping people to 
grow. This, together with 
leadership and social engage- 
ment, will shape his work in 
Oxford. , 

In leadership he is commit- 
ted to collaborative ministry, 
and feels it is a huge gift and 
grace to have a strong estab- 
lished Senior Staff team 
already in place in the diocese 
and many exciting ministries 
under the strategic focus of 
Sharing Life. He aims to first 
listen and learn, and then to 
shape and align these initia- 
tives, ‘giving a sense of cohe- 
sion and purpose to all that 
we are about under God’ 

As for engaging with socie- 
ty, he believes that if Christ’s 
faith is not lived as well as 
spoken we will never reach 
people: ‘Social engagement is 
vital to all Christians. To live 
the faith and demonstrate it 
where people are struggling. 
What value does faith have if 
we don’t put ourselves wher- 
ever need is present? The 
church becomes just a reli- 
gious club. I will want to 
encourage this great diocese 
to take faith into the streets, 
living it out with people who 



are struggling.’ 

Would he define himself as 
evangelical? 

‘I am a catholic evangelical 
in the power of the Spirit! I 
identify with a whole range of 
traditions but the shaping 
factor in my ministry and life 
is mission and evangelism. 
These two things shape what 
any bishop offers a diocese in 
the 21st century. We are fac- 
ing urgent times.’ 

Indeed, the Church of 
England faces many chal- 
lenges today. How does he 
see his role in these issues? 

‘I really hope I can make a 
difference. A diocesan bishop 
at the moment has to be a 
reconciler who can stand in 
the midst of complex and 
passionately held beliefs and 
honour the sincerity of every 
view, and still find a way that 
points to Christ through it all, 
saying “there lies our greatest 
loyalty”.’ 

And while he says he will 
not court controversy, he is 
prepared to face issues as they 
arise. 

He says there will be much 
to be learned from his prede- 
cessor, the Rt Revd Richard 
Harries, who retired last 
June, and is looking forward 
to meeting with him ‘to share 
the wisdom of his years as 
bishop.’ 

The next year promises to 
be both ‘daunting and excit- 
ing’ for the bishop and he 
says he’s thankful for the sup- 
port of prayer and family: 

‘Between 7am and 8am is 
the crucial time of day for me 
at present, a time of prayer, 
reading and reflection. But 
every day, month and year is 
punctuated by constant prac- 
tising of the presence of God.’ 

As his wife, Wendy, begins 
to prepare their home for the 
move to Linton Road, the 
Bishop of Oxford’s house, she 
confesses a fondness for the 
city where she and John first 
met as university students 
and as members of St 
Aldate’s Church. She remem- 
bers: ‘It took a mission to 
Hull for us to properly 
meet. We were paired up to go 
door-to-door around a hous- 
ing estate and I was dreading 
it. It was as bad as I’d feared, 
but I did get to know John.’ 
They have been married for 
34 years and are close to 
daughters, Amanda, 30, and 
Nicola, 29. 

A maths teacher for many 
years, Wendy is currently a 
Learning Support Assistant in 



Sunderland, giving her more 
time to support her husband. 

In rare times of relaxation 
Bishop John is a keen walker 
- a veteran of the Three Peaks 
Challenge - and he is delight- 
ed that Reading FC are play- 
ing so well, having enjoyed a 
great footballing heritage of 
Manchester United as his 
home team, and more recent- 
ly Newcastle United. 

John says there will be sad- 
ness in leaving the Durham 
diocese: ‘It is the poorest dio- 
cese in the Church of England 
and needs God’s love and 
support, which I have thor- 
oughly enjoyed sharing.’ 

But returning to ministry in 
Oxford, where he found his 
own faith, has ‘a wonderful 
symmetry’ about it, he 
believes, and he looks for- 
ward to the challenges ahead. 
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COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



HELP WANTED 

College student to assist 
me with Windows XP, 
Microsoft Word etc 
at my home in 
Central Oxford any 
afternoon or evening 
regularly. 

(I am computer literate.) 
Two character refs. 

Please 01865 722087 



Trinity Church, Abingdon 

(Methodist and United Reformed) 

Seeks to appoint a full-time (37 hours/week) 

Pastoral Worker 

to help to care for people in the church and beyond 
our walls, to strengthen our links of fellowship. 

Salary: Up to £24,000 pa depending on experience 
& qualifications 

Further details from Val Dalby on 01235 848633 
or email valerie.dalby@tesco.net 

Closing date: February 28th, 2006 



RIDDLE CORNER 



Congratulations to Patricia Pulford of Kidlington whose name was 
pulled out of the pile of correct entries to the Decjan riddle 
competition! The Editor’s choice of book is on its way to her. The 
official answer was: 

Chess nuts boasting in an open foyer 

We’d also like to commend J Curio of Oxford for their inventive 
answer: The Checking-in-Mates 
- an excellent attempt! 

February riddle: 

Who makes it has no need of it; 

Who buys it has no use for it; 

Who uses it can neither see nor feel it. 

What is it? 

Please send your answers to: The Door Riddles, 4th Floor, 
Central House, 142 Central Street, London, EC1V 8AR 



Oxford Blues 
Concert 

Composer Roderick 
Williams injects the vibrant 
energy of Jazz music into 
the traditional liturgies of 
Matins and Evensong. 

Schola Cantorum of Oxford 
(directed by James Burton) 

17tli February, 8pm 

University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin, Oxford 

&12.50/&5 

(Students & Children) 
Tickets available on the 
door or from 
info@schola-cantorum.net 

www . schola-cantorum . net 
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People & places j 

Christmas was REInspired in Reading 




By Dr Elaine Watts 

A FEW weeks before 
Christmas I opened my e- 
mails and found a request, to 
myself and others, for 
camels, donkeys, sheep and 
nativities. 

Not a family zoo, nor a 
competition for the biggest 
nativity scene ever, but part 
of the preparations for a ses- 
sion with 70 year-one pupils 
in one of our local primary 
schools, telling the story of 
Christmas. 

The animals, including 
those pictured, all duly 
appeared, as did the children 
and although, as always, it 



was a hard morning’s work, 
we all felt it was worth our 
time - even 11 days before 
Christmas! 

This was just one of a 
number of sessions run by 
ecumenical groups of volun- 
teers in Earley and East 
Reading through 

REInspired, a charitable 
trust set up to work ecu- 
menically with local schools, 
Local churches are encour- 
aged to become engaged in 
supporting the schools in the 
religious education and spiri- 
tual development of their 
pupils. And, as might be 
imagined, Christmas is one 
of the busiest times for the 



REInspired teams. Most of 
the 11 primary schools in 
Earley and East Reading ask 
the teams to present sessions 
on Christmas for them. 

An e-mail we received 
after one of the final sessions 
reminded all of us why we 
do this, and why it is so 
worthwhile: 

Dear All, Thank you so 
much for yesterday. For 
those who were unable to be 
there, the teacher asked the 
children at the end of the ses- 
sion why it was better to 
come into church than learn 
in school! One boy said 
‘Well, these people are telling 
us about Christianity and as 
they are Christians they 
obviously know more about 
it than the teachers, (well 
probably).’ 

The animals are awaiting 
their call up next December, 
- as am I! 

For more details please see 
the REInspired website : 
www. reinspired . org . uk 
Elaine worships at Earley St 
Peter's near Reading. 




a day exploring God’s call 
to ministry and mission 

Saturday 1 7th February 2007 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford 

Details on our website 
www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 
or * 01865 274205 ^ 

E: admissions@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 




Oxford Aunts Care 

. Established 1967 . 



Telephone 01865 791017 

3 Cornmarket Street Oxford OX i 3EX 
i@d‘xfofd«unt?i.eo.tJk : website- www.dXfoj 



Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

~ for clients who need help or care at home - 

I 

Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 
for several weeks or Longer-term over several mo |ths 

For further details please contact 4l9r 



Bursary award 

The Revd Denis Smith, 
Priest-in-Charge of St 
Catherine of Siena in 
Tilehurst, has won a bursary 
award from Ecclesiastical 
Insurance to study medita- 
tion and conflict resolution 
and how they can be used in 
the Church. He will visit the 
USA and Scotland to 
research this topic. 

This is the 20th anniver- 
sary of the Ministry Bursary 
Awards, which have support- 
ed study and sabbaticals of 
more than 600 clergy. 



Holy Trinity re-opens 

The congregation of Holy 
Trinity Church in Penn Street 
has celebrated its re-opening 
after the church was closed in 
2004 on public safety 
grounds. 

Last July a £270,000 pro- 
gramme began, to stabilise 
the tower, repair buttresses, 
and other internal work, 
thanks to individual dona- 
tions, fundraising and grants 
from charitable foundations. 

The Ven Sheila Watson, 
Archdeacon of Buckingham, 
who led the celebratory serv- 
ice in November, said she 
hoped Holy Trinity would be a 
vibrant part of its community. 




Don’t miss out on 
the passion in 2007 



Creation Theatre's Passion Play Photo courtesy of Creation 

THERE should be chance for everyone to enjoy the drama of 
a Passion Play this year. 

In Amersham, rehearsals are well underway for a revival 
of the Chester Medieval Mystery Play, from 14-17 March. 

The play at St Mary’s Church, Old Amersham, has a pro- 
fessional director and will be performed by members of 
Amersham churches and students from St Mary’s Primary 
School and other local schools. 

Tickets go on sale from 4 February, priced £9. Call: 01494 
722636 or 01494 726020 before 7.30pm. 

Oxford- based Creation Theatre will perform their Passion 
Play at the Oxford Castle site this summer before touring 
villages around the county. Date are still to be confirmed. 



Arresting time for clergy at Faslane 



FOUR clergy from the Oxford 
diocese have taken part in a 
peaceful protest outside the 
Faslane defence base in 
Scotland, ending in the arrest - 
voluntarily - of one of them. 

The Revd David Paterson , a 
member of CANA (Clergy 
Against Nuclear Arms), took 
part in the two-day Trident 
Watch as part of the national 
Faslane 365 Project. Other 
Oxford members were Ali 
Marshall, David Platt and 
David Partridge. 



They joined members of the 
Scottish Clergy Action Group 
and the Iona community, out- 
side Faslane for an All Saints 
Day service. Then, like 200 
others before him, Mr 
Paterson was taken to 
Clydebank police station for 20 
hours. 

Canon Partridge said: v 0ur 
redoubtable committee mem- 
ber distinguished his captivity 
by a whistled rendition of all 
of Schubert's Improptus, fol- 
lowed by the whole of 



Beethoven's Ninth, to the sur- 
prise and delight of his col- 
leagues in neighbouring ceils.' 

Many arrests have been 
made since the start of the 
project, but no charges have 
yet been taken to court. 

On 25 January, the debate 
at Abbey Baptist Church, 
Reading, at 7.30pm is on 
'Replacement of Trident 
Missiles: Vital to our security 
or a shocking waste of £?'The 
Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell joins 
the panel. 



Eco-column 



As God told Belshazzar in an early exam- 
ple of a text message, ‘You have been 
weighed in the balance and found want- 
ing’. The writing may soon be on the wall 
for those of us who throw out too much 
non-recyclable waste. 

The new wheelie bin provided by my 
local council, in common with many oth- 
ers around the country, contains an 
implanted microchip that could be used to 
weigh how much rubbish I put in it. 

In the future, councils may use this as a 



basis for charging people (although they | 
don’t yet have this power). The reaction I 
to this has been indignant in some quar- I 
ters, but councils which dump too much I 
rubbish in landfill sites will themselves 
soon be fined, so it would seem fair that 
those who waste more pay more. 

For Christians, the knowledge that all 
we have is given by God should perhaps 
be enough to prompt us to think about 
how we can reduce our waste - by avoid- 
ing products with excess packaging, for | 

example. But, as human beings, a finan- | 
cial incentive can do wonders to concen- j 
trate the mind. | 

Karl Wallendszus is a member of Sage , 
Oxford's Christian Environmental Group « 

( tvww.sageoxford.org.uk ), and St 
Frideswide's Church, Oxford. | 
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Feature 

No place for a man? 



The DOOR reviews David Murrow’s book ‘Why Men Hate going to Church’ 



bv Ian Macdonald, Diocesan Youth Adviser 
ONE of the services, at a church I attend, closes with everyone 
being encouraged to hold hands as the Grace is said. This rit- 
ual puts me so far out of my comfort zone that I would rather 
be anywhere else at this point. Is it just me, or is this some- 
thing many average blokes are uncomfortable with? 

It feels like an important question. You see I’m a Bible- 
believing, Christ-following Christian who feels called to a 
ministry through the Church, and I’ m a man. Should my faith 
override my masculine discomfort at holding hands in church, 
or is church inappropriately subjugating my masculinity? Is 
church a place that men are comfortable with and welcomed 
into? 

Murrow calls very much for the church to be 
balanced in the involvement of both men and 
women, but argues that what has happened is 
an over-feminisation. 



The Times, in 2004, published statistics for the UK which 
reckoned that the maleifemale church attendance percentage 
split over the last 10 years had changed in balance from 45:55 
to 37:63. It is difficult to argue, with statistics or from obser- 
vation, that church today is not more popular with women 
(even when hand-holding is not mandatory!) 

So I was very happy to read and review ‘Why Men Hate 
Going to Church’ by David Murrow. It seemed to me that the 
American culture he describes has a much great gender divi- 
sion and more distinct gender stereotyping than the UK, but 
the observations and questions raised, remain valid and 
important. 

Murrow introduces the book with a quote from W. 
Edwards Deming; ‘Your system is perfectly designed for the 
results you’re getting’, and follows with a look at why the 
church is less attended by men. Contrasting masculine and 
feminine attributes he builds a picture of a church that does- 
n’t meet men’s needs and then, in the gifts it needs, doesn’t 



need men. The thrust of his 
argument is that it’s not so 
much that men have turned 
away from the church but that 
the church has turned away 
from men. Murrow calls very 
much for church to be bal- 
anced in the involvement of 
both men and women, but 
argues that what has happened 
is an over-feminisation. The 
result is a place that makes 
men uncomfortable. 

He gives examples of aspects 
with which a lot of men are 
not comfortable - singing, 
being singled out, passivity 
rather than risk taking, processing a torrent of words, touchy- 
feely community, and ministers who adopt a ‘preaching 
voice!’, to name but a few. 

Murrow doesn’t follow a neat line of argument, and just 
continues to explore his central argument. What he does do 
well though, is explore masculinity and church practice, hold- 
ing the two alongside each other. There are some important 
insights about the sociological needs of men and women that 
bring some of these issues into sharp focus. You will not nec- 
essarily agree with all of the comparisons or conclusions but 
they do open up a vital area of debate as to the way we ‘do’ 
church and what the implications might be. 

It’s an easy read for anyone, as it’s not just written for cler- 
gy. It suffers a little from over-use of metaphor, but is written 
with humour and passion. And although it is critiquing a 
North American model it’s well worth reading if you long to 
see men engaged with church and living a risk-taking radical 
faith. 

‘Why Men Hate Going to Church ’ is published by Nelson 
Books, price *£7.99 (* Amazon). 



WHY MEN 

HATE 

GOING to 

CHURfiH 



DAVID MURROW 



Faith and a pint 



So, what will meet a man’s 
spiritual needs ? 

The DOOR’s investigation 
of the Oxford diocese 
revealed that, far from giving 
up on faith, many men are 
taking matters into their own 
hands. From Milton Keynes 
to Slough, numerous men's 
Christian groups are thriving 
on fellowship over breakfast, 
lunch or an evening pint. 
Many, but not 



all, are linked Men's faith groups 



to churches, serve a definite need 
but few meet . . , . r , 

in church. for alpha male fel- 

The Reading lowship... 

Churches 



Venue is also important. 
The group doesn’t meet in 
church and many who attend 
don’t go to church regularly. 
For some, it is their first step 
towards exploring faith. 

Martin Cavender, director 
of ReSource (working to 
build renewal in people and 
churches) has spoken at 
many men’s faith meetings 
and is currently helping 
launch a group in 
Kingston 
Bagpuize. 

He believes 
that men’s faith 



Men’s Group has been meet- 
ing for more than io years 
and regularly attracts up to 
90 men from the Reading 
area with a blend of full 
English breakfast and speak- 
ers who have included 
Christian footballers, busi- 
nessmen, politicians and the 
former Archbishop of 
Canterbury, George Carey. 

The 8.15am start, to avoid 
clashing with weekend 
responsibilities, is no barrier 
to lively debate. 

The speaker is key to the 
success of the meetings says 
John Ledger, group founder 
and chair. Topics must be 
relevant to men’s lives, some- 
thing they can identify with. 
Evidence of faith in action. 



groups meet a 

need for alpha 

male fellowship, allowing 
men to question and discuss 
their faith and surrounding 
issues freely and robustly 
without being laughed at or 
decried as chauvinistic. 

Christian Vision for Men 
(CVM) believes the UK 
church is ‘haemorrhaging 
men’. The evangelistic 
organisation aims ‘to equip 
the church to introduce every 
man in the UK to Jesus 
Christ’ and will work along- 
side churches with ideas and 
resources to ‘fire your men 
up’. See www.cvmen.org.uk 
For details of the Reading 
group’s breakfasts call John 
Ledger on 0118 986 1917. 
You can find ReSource at 
www.resource-arm.net 




The Mission to Seafarers' Lent Course 






Thought provoking, m&r-MendUy, 
stimulating, snjoyabla... 



...these are some of the comments about The Mission to Seafarers' Lent Course made 
by groups which used it last year. 

The course is a reflection on six themes - praise, power, help, education, justice and 
hope - found in the Psalms which are relevant to a parochial setting as well as to the 
worldwide work of The Mission to Seafarers. 

Written by Sharon Swain, the six-week course explores the beauty of the poetry in the 
Psalms while also engaging with themes which are uplifting and challenging. 






If you would like copies, please contact: Kathy Baldwin on 020 7248 5202 or email 
pr@missiontoseafarers.org or return the coupon on the right to: Kathy Baldwin, The 
Mission to Seafarers, St Michael Paternoster Royal, College Hill, London EC4R 2RL. 

For more information visit www.misslontoseafarers.org 



Please send me of The Mission to Seafarers' Lent 

course for parishes. 

Name <... 

Address 



Registered Charity No. 212432 



Postcode 



TD 




Caring for seafarers 
around the world 
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View from here 



People-shaped Church 



CHRISTMAS 

Eve elicited a 
shocking and 
unexpected 
request from my 
husband: that 
we go to church 
on Christmas 
Day. He said he 
wanted to see 
my dad, a 
Supernumerary 
Methodist Minister, in 
action. This meant a return 
to my roots: rural Norfolk 
Methodism. 

So at ioam the next day 
we sat 'in the round' with 
20 or 30 others in a typi- 
cally unadorned chapel - 
modestly decorated for the 
season. There was a warm 
feeling of community. 
Visitors from the local car- 
avan park received then- 
usual unconditional wel- 
come (the Methodists have 
coffee mornings all 
through the summer season 
and some punters return 
for worship at other times 
of year). Most congregants 
were older people (several 
very old; one 103), and 
regular members included 
an older man with Downs 
who received one-to-one 
support in following the 
service (which he did with 
relish!) from another regu- 
lar. The organist apparent- 
ly lives with narcolepsy, so 
my dad had his guitar on 
hand just in case 

The theme was pres- 
ence/presents, and several 
church members had been 
asked to rewrap and bring 
with them a present from 
the past that still had sig- 
nificance for them. A 
retired teacher brought a 
needle-holder crafted 30 
years ago by one of her 
pupils - prized because the 
little girl had made it her- 
self. Another woman who 
had moved to Norfolk 
from Zimbabwe brought 



an address book 
which symbol- 
ised her global 
networks and 
connections and 
had been a gift 
from her son 
and daughter. I 
later learned that 
her son had died 
during 2006 - in 
his late 20s. A 
man brought a tin of 
Cherry Blossom shoe pol- 
ish that had cost i6p in the 
1970s - a gift back then 
when his family's tradition 
had been to spend no more 
than 2op on any one item. 
Few of these people looked 
likely public speakers, but 
all came alive in the telling 
of their stories and the 
revisiting of precious mem- 
ories. Faith stories and life 
stories were interwoven in 
a way that was simple, 
moving, inclusive, accessi- 
ble, and real. 

It has sometimes been 
hinted to me by Anglicans 
that Methodism isn't really 
a 'church' because the wor- 
ship has little liturgical 
sophistication. It lacks, 
they say, a sense of awe 
and wonder, mystery and 
majesty. I pondered this on 
Christmas Day and was 
returned to my favourite 
definition of church as 'an 
unlikely coalition of jus- 
tice-seeking friends', and 
liturgy as 'the work of the 
people'. Complex liturgical 
aesthetics may not have 
been much in evidence, but 
it felt to me as though 
something more important 
was unfolding: complex 
aesthetics of the soul were 
being revealed and loving 
community was being 
built. Parish churches may 
have something to learn. 

Alison Webster is the Social 
Responsibility Adviser for 
Oxford Diocese 




Safeguarding creation 

'How can we claim to be empowering Africa to a new future through aid, trade and debt relief, if 
through our own profligacy we wreck the climate and ruin their harvests?' asked Bishop James 
Jones at the Stop Climate Chaos rally in London last year; inspiring words that have spurred David 
Miller into action. Here he tells the DOOR about his aims in founding a new Christian environmen- 
tal action group in Milton Keynes. 



MY interest 
in the envi- 
r o n m e n t 
goes back 
more than 
30 years to 
when con- 
cerns were 
mostly 
about pol- 
lution and 
about the 
fact that we 
were using 
many of the world's resources at an 
unsustainable rate. 

However, apart from investing in 
solar panels, when they first became 
available for the domestic market, and 
being careful to run cars with relatively 
low petrol consumption, I can't claim to 
have led a particularly 'green' life. 

But, listening more recently to the fre- 
quent media coverage about climate 
change, combined with reading some 
excellent material published on the sub- 
ject by Tearfund (pointing out that the 
most serious effects of climate change 
are in the poorer countries they are try- 
ing to help), convinced me that this is 
something all Christians ought to be 
concerned about. As Bishop James' 
words highlight, this is a justice issue 



apart from anything else. 

I guess you could say that the general 
duty on us all to care about the planet 
goes right back to the first two chapters 
of Genesis! It's part of why we're here. 
In the New Testament Jesus had much 
to say about our responsibilities 
towards the poor and oppressed, and 
about the problems of being rich. 

So, to cut a long story short, I joined 
the national ecumenical organization 



The overall purpose ... [is] 'to 
strive to safeguard the 
integrity of creation and sus- 
tain and renew the life of the 
earth. 1 



Christian Ecology Link, and quickly 
concluded that a good way forward was 
to start a Milton Keynes-wide group, 
open to all Christians. To be an ecu- 
menical group is sensible in a city in 
which many churches are ecumenical 
and grouped together for delivering 
their mission. 

Together with the Revd Tim Clapton, 
Milton Keynes Development Chaplain, 
and three more interested people, we 
advertised the idea through many of the 



city's churches, and were very pleased 
to have around a dozen people at our 
first meeting in November, with others 
interested but unable to come. 

The overall purpose of MK Christian 
Environmental Group can be summa- 
rized using the words of the fifth Mark 
of Mission: 'To strive to safeguard the 
integrity of creation and sustain and 
renew the life of the earth.' 

Our plan of action is to resource local 
churches to help them fulfill this part of 
their mission and encourage individual 
responsibility for living 'green' 
lifestyles. 

We will also lobby (particularly local) 
institutions, companies and individuals. 
Being part of an expanding city gives us 
a unique opportunity to participate in 
local consultations about the develop- 
ment of new areas, and to bring a 
Christian ecological perspective. 

We aim to be practical, not just talk- 
ers, and we want to be mainstream - not 
just a bunch of green freaks! 

David Miller is a member of Whaddon 
Way Church, B letch ley. 

The next meeting of the MK Christian 
Environmental Group is on 28 February. 
For details of time and venue, or more 
information about the group, contact 
David on 01908 377376 email: 

dj_miller@onetel.com 




How can you get involved? 



IF you're not in Milton Keynes you can still 
be environmentally active. The Church of 
England's Shrinking the Footprint campaign 
is asking the whole Church to address - in 

'For the Church of the 21st 
century, good ecology is not an 
optional extra, but a matter of 
justice../ 



faith, practice and mission - the issue of cli- 
mate change. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury says: 'For 
the Church of the 21st century, good ecolo- 
gy is not an optional extra, but a matter of 
justice. It is therefore central to what it 



means to be a Christian/ 

Last year hundreds of parishes respond- 
ed to the campaign's call to 'Measure our 
Footprint', sending in details of energy use in 
2005,to produce snapshots of the Church's 
energy consumption around the country. 
Results are currently being collated. 

Now the Energy Audit questionnaire is 
available again in leaflet form for churches 
interested in looking at their energy use and 
pinpointing areas where it might be reduced 
- making a good starting point for looking 
at the environmental impact of everyday 
decisions. 

Full details are on www.shrinkingthefoot- 
print.cofe.anglican.org or you can download 
the form from the Oxford diocese website. 




The Revd Peter Abrahams is 

#ven Permission to Officiate; The 
Revd Mark Ackford, Assistant 
Curate, Bracknell Team Ministry, is to be Team Vicar in the Aylesbury 
with Bierton & HulcottTeam Ministry; The Revd Ernest Adley is given 
Permission to Officiate; The Revd Gill Baker, Chaplain, Horton 
Hospital, is to be Rector Ayno and Croughton with Evenley and 
Farthinghoe and Hinton-in-the-Hedges with Steane, Diocese of 
Peterborough; The Revd Karen Beck, Priest in Charge, Heddon-on-the- 
Wall; Chaplain, Northumbria Police, is to be Priest in Charge, All Saints 
Didcot with the Ladygrove Church; The Revd Richard Caddell, Team 
Vicar, St Thomas, Holtspur, Beaconsfield Team Ministry, is to be Priest in 
Charge, LAMP group, Newport Deanery; The Revd Canon Fred Collins 
is given Permission to Officiate; The Revd David Cooke, Rector, Stone 
with Dinton and Hartwell, is to retire; The Revd Ian Cooper, Team 
Rector, Witney, is to be Deanery Lay Training Officer and Team Vicar; 
The Revd Timothy Eady, Incumbent, St Mary the Virgin Brighstone and 



Brooke with Mott, is to be Vicar, Burnham and Slough; The Revd 
Anthony Ellis, Team Rector Kidlington w Hampton Poyle and Area 
Dean of Oxford, is to be also Honorary Canon of Christ Church 
Cathedral; The Revd Dr David Heywood, is to be Lecturer m Pastoral 
Theology, Ripon College Cuddesdon; The Revd Beverley Hollins, 
Assistant Curate, Christ the Cornerstone, Milton Keynes, is given licence 
to officiate; The Revd Canon Roger Humphreys, Team Rector, 
Blenheim Team Ministry & Area Dean, Woodstock, has resigned as Area 
Dean of Woodstock; The Revd Andrew Keith, Chaplain, H.M.P. Garth, 
is to be House for Duty Priest, Chipping Norton Team Ministry; Revd 
Keith Kinnaird, Vicar St Andrew's Church, Caversham, Reading 
Deanery, is to retire; The Revd Peter Knight, Team Vicar, Swindon West 
with the Lydiards is to be Team Vicar Designate of Claydon & Swan 
Team; The Revd Canon Keith Lamdin, NSM Cowley St John, has 
resigned; The Revd Ian Luckraft is given Permission to Officiate; The 
Revd Geoffrey Maughan, Director of Ministry & Chaplain, Wycliffe 
Hall, Oxford, is to be Priest in Charge, Cumnor St Michael's; The Revd 



Professor Jack McManners has died; The Revd Bob Penman, Priest 
in charge of Appleton & Besselsleigh, Abingdon Deanery, is to retire; The 
Revd Rosemary Rycraft, NSM, St Michael & All Angels, New Marston, 
is to be Team Vicar in the Aylesbury with Bierton & Hulcott Team 
Ministry; The Revd Andrew Savage, Team Vicar, Kirk Ella (St. Andrew) 
and Willerby, is to be Chaplain, Kingham 'Hill School; The Revd Belinda 
Searle-Barnes, Chaplain, The Godolphin School, is to be Priest in 
Charge, Winslow with Great Horwood & Addington, Claydon Deanery; 
The Revd Moira Spence, OLM, Risborough Team, is to retire; The 
Revd Dr Stephen M'Caw, Rector, Steeple Aston with North Aston and 
Tackley, is to be also Area Dean of Woodstock; The Revd Stephen 
Ware, Vicar of Bloxham, Deddington Deanery, is to be Warden of 
Readers, Diocese of Gloucester; The Revd George Westhaver, 
Associate Priest, St Michael at the Northgate Oxford, Chaplain Lincoln 
College, is to be Rector, St George's Church, Halifax, Nova Scotia; The 
Revd Paul Williams, Rector, Gerrards Cross and Fulmer, is to be also 
Honorary Canon of Christ Church Cathedral. 
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Comment 



Letters 



to the editor 



Have a dreadful Lent 



IF you go to church 
on 21 February the 
chances are you will 
be invited to the front 
to have the sign of the 
Cross traced on your I 
forehead in ash. The 
priest will then tell 
you that you are dust I 

and to dust you must 

return. Not very user friendly 
is it? Whatever happened to 
the good news? This isn't the 
back to church Sunday 
feelgoodaboutGod stuff we 
have been promising. Or is it? 
Surely the whole point of the 
Christian faith is that God 
saves us in the mess and mud- 
dle of human life, not from it. 
Life goes on being difficult, 
compromised, tarnished. Jesus 
comes right into the middle of 
it. He doesn't say there will be 
no more pain or dying. Not in 
this life. He doesn't prevent it, 
he saves us in it. He promises 
that in our deaths we will be 
safe in his death, even when 
we are dust. 

Ash Wednesday is the terri- 
ble proclamation of reality. We 
will die, and being a Christian 
won't save us from it. What it 
will do is enable us to face it. 
Death is not just the hideous 
and hopeless ending that must 
be postponed for as long as 
possible (this is the best news 
the world can muster); 




BYTHE 
BISHOP OF 
READING 



through Christ's 
death it is the way 
that God is united 
with us and us with 
God, 'creating a 
new humanity, thus 
making peace' 
(Ephesians 2. 15). 

Lent is the time 
when by prayer, fast- 
ing, almsgiving, penitence we 
face up to the reality about 
ourselves and the reality of 
what God has done in Christ. 
We make ourselves ready: to 
receive the unmerited joy of 
Easter but also ready for that 
day, which isn't a day but the 
breaking of God's eternity into 
our chronology, when the scat- 
tered fragments of our lives - 
the dust - will be gathered into 
glory. May we receive the 
dreadful good news of our 
dying and of our being saved 
by Christ's dying and thus 
learn meekness. This is hard in 
a world which prizes such 
dependence on self. Hard in a 
church which is desperate to 
be successful. Hard when we 
consume ourselves on second- 
ary matters, wondering who is 
in or out. Hard when the bul- 
lets keep flying and being safe 
so as to secure life is preferable 
to being saved by losing it. So 
receive the ashen cross and 
learn the way of Christ. May I 
wish you a dreadful Lent. 



Women bishops; defending the faith; abolition of slavery bicentenary 



Women Bishops 
WHEN my wife and I 
recently moved we were 
looking to join a church 
where we believed that God 
wanted us to be; a church 
faithful to God's Word and 
open to the Holy Spirit. 

The Lord led us to an 
Anglican Church. And yet, 
that could not have been 
had the vicar been a 
woman. In our view, the 
Anglican Church has got it 
wrong in ordaining women 
as priests and that, if there 
were to be woman bishops, 
it would only compound 
the error. 

Why do we believe this? 
First, there is God's Word. 
There are plenty of exam- 
ples of the Lord using 
women, yet never as priests, 
nor apostles. In Genesis, 
woman is formed from man 
as his helper. The New 
Testament is complementa- 
ry to the Old. For us it 
says that it would be incon- 
sistent for woman to have 
spiritual headship over 
man. 

And then there is the 
Holy Spirit. Why is it that 
in pentecostal churches 
there is seldom if ever an 
example of women as pas- 
tors? Teachers, counsellors, 
prophets and other roles, 
yes, but pastors and 
priests? Never. And what 
about the Catholic church? 
Nuns and sisters yes, but 
never priests. 



Why, then, the question 
of women bishops? Is it, at 
root, the issue of equal 
rights, and re-interpretation 
to catch up with modern 
thinking? Perhaps God's 
Word might guide us here; 
to be in the world, but not 
of the world. Let's be an 
example of love to it, and 
get on with serving the 
Lord in whatever role or 
mission to which He calls 
us. Let's not get bogged 
down with worldly argu- 
ments that divert us from 
what we are on this earth 
for. 

Dr C. James Bacon 

Abingdon 

THE real issue is not male 
or female Bishops, but that 
we already have far too 
many Bishops and 
Archdeacons. 

The Revd David 
Chapman comments on 
their supervisory roles and 
political history, whereas the 
real need is more missionary 
priests of either sex. 

Let us have a freeze on all 
Bishops’ appointments until 
the ratio to priests is consid- 
erably reduced. 

Arthur Burgin 
Cookham Dean 



TO suggest that a woman’s 
priesthood is somehow infe- 
rior to that of a man is the- 
ologically and practically 
wrong. 

The only possible grounds 
for even considering refus- 



ing women to the episcopate 
is that of jeopardising 
greater unity across the 
Christian tradition. 

I regret that the entire 
Christian Church is not 
united over the ordination 
of women but we cannot 
sacrifice integrity and hon- 
esty for the possibility of 
unity at some future date. 
Michael D H Weller 
Checkendon 



I have no problem with 
women bishops - 1 have had 
experience of several women 
priests who have proved 
excellent at their job. Why 
should they be denied the 
top positions in their 
careers? 

June Peet 
Stadhampton 



Defend our faith 

IT is not just the responsibil- 
ity of church leaders to chal- 
lenge the spread of seculari- 
sation but the duty of every 
Christian (DOOR 
December/ January). 

The Editor of our local 
paper recently decided to 
stop publishing the weekly 
'Christian Comment' col- 
umn. He received thirty let- 
ters from the local congrega- 
tion and was so surprised 
that he gave way. 

An MP has told me that 
when he receives six letters 
on the same subject he 
knows this represents the 
views of a great many peo- 



ple as comparatively few 
trouble to write so he looks 
in to the matter to see what 
he should do about it. 

We must not leave it to 
church leaders to act on our 
behalf. The people of every 
parish must be prepared to 
put pen to paper. 

Canon John Grimwade 
Cirencester, Gloucestershire 



Abolition of Slavery 
THIS year Churches 
Together will be commemo- 
rating the bicentenary of the 
abolition of the slave trade 
in this country in a series of 
events. 

Alongside this a long walk 
called the March of the 
Abolitionists is being under- 
taken by the Lifeline 
Expedition (www.lifeline 
expedition.co.uk). 

David Pott, head of 
Lifeline is keen for people to 
arrange ‘spur walks’ that 
would connect the march 
with towns not directly situ- 
ated on the route. 

It would be an opportuni- 
ty to reflect together on the 
ongoing legacy of the slave 
trade, to pray for forgive- 
ness and to celebrate those 
whose efforts brought it to 
an end. 

If anyone is interested in 
joining me for a walk from 
Oxford during the first 
week in June, I would love 
to hear from them. 

Email: 

daniel.rutland@yahoo.co.uk 



My story... | Your race, not mine 



f Your race , not mine , that is what l desire to run; to finish 
off the work that others have begun.* 

NO, not the lament of a frustrated mother trying to per- 
suade her teenager to tidy their bedroom. We used this song 
in church recently and as we sang, I recalled a hot summer’s 
day in France. 

We were several weeks into ‘les grandes vacances’ and had 
reached that stage of the holidays when the novelty of all 
that lovely free time is wearing thin and poor Mum is tear- 
ing her hair out in the face of cries of ‘Mu-um. I’m boored!’ 
Why I’d also chosen to spring-clean in a heatwave remains a 
mystery. So, when the telephone rang it was a hot, cross, 
Mum that answered! 

‘Bonjour , Mme Sigrist. C’est Mme. G.’ 

The pauses grew less, and I stopped spelling 
out the words to Mme G. She didn't seem to 
need them. We were no longer doing dictation; 
We were praying. 



‘ Ah, Mme G - Bonjour! Qa va bien? [Cold sweat] 

Mme G was my child’s reception teacher. We got on well 
but contact between home and school was formal. Teachers 
here taught - their place was in the classroom and yours at 
the school gates. Brave was the parent who dared venture 
beyond that metaphorical white line. 



I panicked What had I forgotten to do? Or, maybe (hor- 
rors!) my ‘petit ange’ had been caught in the playground 
teaching his friends rude words in English! I searched des- 
perately for soothing pleasantries with which to placate an 
irate Mme G. 

But she cut straight to the chase: She’d heard I was 
Christian, yes? A member of the English Church? 

‘Yes?’ 

Did we have... what’s the word.? Did we have ...services? 

‘Yes!’ Phew! It was an enquiry. I plunged into ex-pat com- 
munications mode. • 

‘No, no, Mme S! A friend said you have books of 
prayers?’ 

By now I was back in meltdown. When normal conversa- 
tion focuses on offspring’s spelling or whether the supermar- 
ket stocks the correct size of exercise book, it’s a bit of a 
leap to be talking about prayer. 

So what was she saying? There was a particular prayer 
her friend wanted. La priere de Siegneurf Ah, yes! Could I 
dictate it over the phone please? 

‘Of course. Ahem! Hold the line while I fetch my daugh- 
ter’s bible’ 

‘Don’t worry, Mme S. She understands English.’ 

So on we went - slowly and clearly: ‘Our Father, who art 
in Heaven... Am I going too fast? No? Hallowed be thy 
name... That’s H-A-L-L-...’ 

Just then something strange happened. The flat was quiet. 
My son had lost interest and gone away to play. I sensed 
that this encounter was not as it seemed. It was as if some- 



thing (or someone) was shifting gears and moving the 
encounter onto a far deeper level. 

The pauses grew less, and I stopped spelling out the words 
to Mme G. She didn’t seem to need them. We were no 
longer doing dictation; we were praying. 

Afterwards, we exchanged a few polite words, and Mme 
G hung up. 

So, what was really happening? Who was the friend? 

Mme G herself maybe? I never found out. Although in 
September came news. Mme G was pregnant. And sadly we 
learned of the death from cancer of the other reception 
teacher. Did any of this have links with our surprise conver- 
sation on that summer morning? Had I let a golden chance 
to evangelise pass me by? Since then I’ve come to realise that 
it was really none of my business. 

To return to that worship song: ‘Your race, not mine..’ 
Trying to impose my own agenda (or that of the latest 
speaker, spiritual craze or author) on events, rather than 
attempting to discern what God’s might be, isn’t the best 
way to go about bringing in The Kingdom. It’s taken me 
many years, and a number of incidents like that phone call 
to accept being one of many, very ordinary pieces in a much 
bigger picture. And to restrain myself from going off on a 
guilt trip every five minutes because I’m not dashing around 
doing Great Things. 

I love those words of St Francis: ‘I have done what was 
mine to do; may Christ teach you what you are to do.’ 

jane Sigrist worships at St Nicolas Newbury 







LEFT: Pupils at New 
Christ Church C of E 
Primary School in Reading, 
were hooked by Bishop 
John’s impromptu assem- 
bly. 

After explaining the 
symbolism of a bishop’s 
formal vestments to the 
children, with the help of 
nine-year-old Billy, he also 
toured the school and met 
governors and parents. 

The multi-ethnic school 
has a strong spiritual foun- 
dation that head teacher, 
Maria Soulsby, says has 
helped create a community 
of understanding and unity 
on the site of a previous 
failed school. 

As a former Diocesan 
Youth Worker, Bishop John 
believes it is vital for the 
Church to find new ways 
of engaging with young 
people, and will ‘put his 
shoulder behind youth ini- 
tiatives’ in the diocese. 
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Bishop on tour 



Getting to know \ 

A whistle-stop tour of the diocese for Oxford’s 



After meeting staff at Diocesan Church House, the bishop was whisked off on a 'Mini' tour of Oxfordshire, in a car loaned for the 
occasion by the Cowley plant. First stop was Christ Church Cathedral where the car completed a circuit of Tom Quad, before its 
passengers were welcomed by sub-dean the Revd Nicholas Coulton, for a time of silent prayer. Then, he dropped in on the Oxford 
Church Leaders' Conference before talking to the waiting media. 



AS Downing Street announced the long-awaited identity of 
the next Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard and his 
wife, Wendy, embarked on a whirlwind three counties tour of 
his new diocese, captured here on camera by Diocesan web- 
master Phil Hind. 

In each county they were accompanied by area bishops: the 
Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, Bishop of Dorchester; the Rt Revd 
Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Reading; and the Rt Revd Alan 
Wilson, Bishop of Buckingham. 

Bishop John later told a press conference: ‘I know I’m com- 
ing to a diverse and fascinating diocese... So the social and 
church needs are bound to be diverse too. I look forward to 
getting to know and work with the different communities - 
the rural, the academic, the scientific, the business world in 
the Thames Valley and so on.’ 

Preparations are now underway for Bishop John’s inaugura- 
tion in June, and for him to get to know his diocese. 

Bishop Colin told the DOOR: ‘With thousands of Church 
members across the diocese, and well over 1,000 people in 
licensed ministries, we are conscious of the need for as many 
of them as possible to meet Bishop John in his first weeks here. 
Coupled with that is the need to emphasise that he is here to 
serve the whole community, not just those who go to church. 

‘The inauguration of his ministry in the Cathedral on 8 June 
at 2pm will be a great event with representatives from many 
parts of the life of our three counties. It may also be posted on 
the web, so that many others can ‘take part’ in the service, 
individually or in small groups. 

‘All licensed Ministers will also be invited to a service in the 
Cathedral at 3pm. on 10 June. 

‘Over the following three weeks, Bishop John will attend 
eight ‘visitations’ around the diocese meeting many hundreds 
of churchwardens and lay members of our churches. By July, 
we hope that several thousand people will have had the 
chance to greet him, hear him speak, and to pray with him. 

‘Clearly it is going to be a very demanding time both for 
John and Wendy. Please continue to pray for them as they 
become part of our life, and we of theirs.’ 



In Cowley the bishop chatted with people at the Stepping 
Stones centre for the homeless after being officially welcomed 
to the city and the county by Councillor Jim Campbell, Lord 
Mayor of Oxford, and Hugo Brunner, Lord Lieutenant of 
Oxfordshire. 
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Bishop on tour 




you.. 

new bishop 



ABOVE: At All Saints Church, High Wycombe, the Revd 
David Picken,Team Rector, introduced fellow clergy and laity, 
including the Revd Susie Simpson, Team Vicar of St Mary 
and St George High Wycombe (pictured). The Bishop also 
met Town Centre manager Shelly Ford, former Mayor Cllr 
Liaquat Ali and Shafique Chaudry of Bucks Chiltem 
University College. The day ended with Evensong. 





ABOVE: Meeting with farmer 
David Passmore of Mays Farm, 
Ewelme, was a chance for the 
Bishop to hear about rural issues in 
the diocese. A locally sourced lunch 
was hosted by Aston and 
Cuddesdon Deanery Rural Officer 
Anne Kelaart. 

LEFT: Bishop John’s wife, Wendy, 
accompanied him on the tour. The 
couple met when they were both 
students at Oxford University and 
members of St Aldate’s Church. 
Wendy thanked everyone for the 
warm welcome they received as 
they made their tour, in total con- 
trast to the cold, rainy weather. 



Education Sunday - 4 February 2007 

EDUCATION SUNDAY was started in 1878 as a day when churches, of 
all denominations, join together to reflect and ‘offer up’ the work of 
education in schools, universities and the church. It is seen as a time to 
reflect on what has been achieved through education, to realise its 
challenges and intercede for those in the business of teaching others. 

Devised by an ecumenical steering group ‘Education Sunday’ 
celebrations often take place on the ninth Sunday before Easter. Each 
year has a different theme which in the past has included ‘putting out to 
deep’, ‘teaching is for life’, ‘moving on’ and ‘preparing for citizenship’. 
This year’s theme tackles our image obsessed culture with its title, ‘the 
ultimate makeover’. 

Churches and Christian groups can download an information pack from 
www.educationsunday.org, which provides all the tools needed. The 
pack discusses what the world says about a makeover - ie that a 
makeover is all about being outwardly transformed complete with 
glowing smiles and beautiful bodies. It then discusses what the Bible has 
to say about a makeover and outlines the transforming work of God 
through faith in Christ. 

Later the material goes into greater depth and discusses how outward 
things such as classrooms and changing rooms also (believe it or not!) 
have something to say about our faith. 

Also provided in the download is background material for a sermon / 
talk on 1 Corinthians 15. Education Sunday can be celebrated via a 
service or as an individual school session and is supported by groups 
including The Association of Christian Teachers, The Church of 
England, The Salvation Army and the Baptist Union of Great Britain. 




Bursaries available for Choristers at Cathedral 
and Worcester College Choirs. Voice trials by 
arrangement for boys aged 7 and 8. 

01865 242561 E: registrar@cccs.org.ukwww.cccs.org.uk 









Could your son be 
a chorister? Why 
snot pay us a visit 
and find out more? 



Church Cathedral School 



CtP 6 1st 
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debate... 



Women bishops - 

i 

the ecumenical view 

The New Testament teaches us that all Christians are one body in Christ; Members of General 
Synod were reminded of this last year by the Theological Secretary of the Council for Christian 
Unity, Dr Martin Davie, after responses to the Church of England's debate on women bishops were 
received from Christian partners here and abroad. They were, he said, an important reminder that 
the issue should not be discussed purely as an internal matter, but also in the context of its effect 
on wider, ecumenical Christian Unity. This month our contributors look in on the debate from out- 
side the Church of England. 

Relating to each other as m 

Bv the Revd Dr Marv Cotes 

THE recent pilgrimage to Bethlehem of four church leaders, 
including the Archbishop of Canterbury, spoke powerfully 
about the current ecumenical climate in Britain. It highlighted 
the fact that ecumenical relating and action, rooted from the 
first in mission, embraces far more than issues of faith and 
order, and engages us as human beings who belong to the 
body of Christ with the very human concerns and struggles of 
our world. 

The pilgrimage also, I think, clearly showed that at the 
moment, the ecumenical movement at a high level presents a 
model of human relating which is very largely if not entirely 
male. 

If the ecumenical movement is to be a genuine 
laboratory for human, rather than simply male, 
relating and reconciliation in Christ, it urgently 
needs greater participation from women in 
every sphere. 

I am an ordained Baptist minister, and work as the 
Ecumenical Moderator in Milton Keynes. Asked to comment 
on the question of women bishops from an ecumenical point 
of view, I might offer a fairly predictable reply: that it is not 
just women bishops, but bishops in general which raise ecu- 
menical questions, especially for churches with congregation- 
al government. Having said that, the consecration of women 



m and women 

bishops may well bring the 
Church of England nearer to the 
Free Churches, who have a tra- 
dition of women in leadership, 
than to the Roman Catholic and 
Orthodox churches. 

Looking at the question from 
another point of view however, 
it seems to me that if the ecu- 
menical movement is to be a 
genuine laboratory for human, rather than simply male, relat- 
ing and reconciliation in Christ, it urgently needs greater par- 
ticipation from women in every sphere. 

While an encouraging number of women currently serve as 
ecumenical officers, few are present in ecumenical affairs 
which draw together leaders and theologians at high levels. If 
I may speak personally;, often when I attend ecumenical gath- 
erings of regional or even national church leaders, I find 
myself as a woman in a small minority, if not in a minority of 
one, and I am left with the impression that patterns of ecu- 
menical relating are still very largely masculine. 

In the end, the ecumenical vision is not only about theolo- 
gies and ecclesiologies; it is also about our relating to one 
another as men and women, and in my view the presence of 
Anglican women bishops would only serve to enhance and 
enrich the humanity of our pilgrimage together. 




A matter of church order 



Bv Dr Henry Mavr-Hartinq 
LAST issue I followed the 
discussion in the DOOR on 
the theological aspect of the 
issue of women bishops. But, 
unless one makes no distinc- 
tion between a matter of 
church order and a matter of 
theology I cannot see, as an 
historian, how it is a matter 
of theology at all, or indeed 
how theology can help the 
discussion. 

This applies equally to my 
own Roman communion. 
Recently a papal or Vatican 
statement spoke of the non- 
ordination of women (to the 

...there lurks an ecu- 
menical danger in one 
of the arguments 
being used by some of 
those Anglicans who 
are pro-women bish- 
ops... 

priesthood, so a fortiori to 
the episcopate) as part of the 
‘ancient deposit of faith’. 
This statement was not made 
solemnly ex cathedra , despite 
some extremist claims to the 
contrary; and it still needs 
explanation how the issue 
can be a matter of faith at all. 
Acceptance of the rule, yes: 
but faith? 

If the Church of England 
were to embark on the conse- 
cration of women bishops, it 
would be hard to see this as 
seriously detrimental to rela- 
tions with Roman Catholics. 
The degree of unity existing 



now, compared to what there 
was in my boyhood (1950s) 
is remarkable and something 
to be deeply thankful for. 

It was never likely that this 
could extend to the final 
unity of church order. Such 
unity will not, as of now and 
in any case, happen in the 
foreseeable future. Indeed 
much harm could be done by 
trying to force the pace. 

On the other hand, there 
lurks an ecumenical danger 
in one of the arguments 
being used by some of those 
Anglicans who are pro- 
women bishops: that women 
might as well be made bish- 
ops now, since the office of 
bishop is decreasing in 
importance, what with syn- 
ods and the like. If I were an 
Anglican I’d think that 
slightly demeaning of women 
priests. 

As an historian, I say that 
the episcopate has been 
woven into the very fabric of 
the Christian church order 
since its first century, and 
ought not to be diminished 
because of a few committees. 

While as an ecumenist, I 
mention that during the past 
half century, the episcopate 
has been waxing in Roman 
Catholic thinking (if not 
always in practice admitted- 
ly), because of the concept of 
collegiality. 

Dr Henry Mayr-Harting, is 
Emeritus Regius Professor 
of Ecclesiastical History , 
University of Oxford. 



Guides to Lent studies 



ONE of the best selling Lent 
study courses of recent years 
has been from Church House 
Publishing. This year the 
five-session course, called 
Life Source, is written by 
Robert Warren and Kate 
Bruce. It focuses on prayer 
and features two names 
familiar to the Oxford dio- 
cese; those of the Rt Revd 
Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of 
Reading, and the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard, Bishop of 
Oxford-elect. 

The course material costs 
£3.99 and can be bought 
from Christian bookshops or 
direct from Church House 
Publishing. Call 020 7898 
1 45, www.chpublishing.co.uk 

The theme from USPG this 
year is Going Global, 
encouraging people to look 
afresh at what it means to be 
part of God’s global family. 
Again it is a five-week study 
course suitable for individu- 



als or groups. Contact JLJSPG 
at Partnership House 157 
Waterloo Road, London, 
SE1 8XA or visit their web- 
site USPG.org.uk/resources. 

A hot topic for discussion 
this year is the abolition of 
slavery, with a number of 
events commemorating the 
bicentenary of Britain’s abo- 
lition of the transatlantic 
slave trade. A church 
resource pack has been put 
together by Action of 
Churches Together in 
Scotland, CAFOD, Tearfund 
and CMS. It contains a five- 
week Bible study course, 
leader’s guide and leaflets for 
up to 10 people, as well as a 
wealth of background on the 
issue of slavery past and 
present. 

Called ‘Set All Free’, these 
resources cost £10 plus p&p 
and are available by calling 
0870 444 1994, or go to 
www. s eta Ilf r ee . net 



No place for discrimination in the body of Christ 

Bv Anne Leek 



I AM a laywoman who works with children and young people 
within the Methodist Church. I have never felt a call to be a 
preacher, but Christian theology is at the heart of my work. 
What follows is my personal reflection on the Women Bishops 
debate within the Anglican Church. 

There is plenty of debate about episcopacy within the 
Methodist Church, but no doubt at all that all positions of 
leadership should be open to people of both genders. Women 
were first ordained in the British Methodist Church in 1974. 

Many Methodists feel passionately that even 
the system of flying bishops in the Church of 
England is inconsistent with the God-given 
equality of man and woman. 

Women have served as President of the Methodist Conference 
(the titular head of the Church, who changes annually). The 
Church’s Northampton District, which includes most of the 
area covered by the Oxford Anglican Diocese, has a woman 
Chair, Alison Tomlin. 

In one of his earliest letters, St Paul wrote: ‘There is no such 
thing as Jew and Greek, slave and freeman, male and female, 
for you are all one person in Christ Jesus’ (Galatians 3:28). 
Although Paul persuaded the early Church not to discriminate 
between Jew and Greek, it seems that as a first century Roman 
citizen he could not see all the implications of the rest of this 
quotation. Nor did most of the church leaders who followed 
him. However, 200 years ago it came to be recognised that the 



institution of slavery was an 
offence against Christian 
justice; and the Methodist 
Church, like many other 
Christians, now believes 
that sex discrimination, in 
the church and in society, is 
equally unjust. 

As is said in the Bishop of 
Rochester’s report ‘Women 
Bishops in the Church of 
England?’ (2004), ‘The 
ordination of women as 
bishops in the Church of 
England would remove an 
obstacle to the development of Anglican-Methodist relations 
under the terms of the Anglican-Methodist Covenant.’ 

Many Methodists feel passionately that even the system of 
flying bishops in the Church of England is inconsistent with 
the God-given equality of man and woman. Those with this 
view would find it impossible to move towards organic unity 
with any Church which was not firmly committed to opening 
all offices within it to people of both genders. 

So let’s be bold and prophetic in our thinking. After all, 
those outside all our Christian denominations wonder what all 
the fuss is about! 

Ann Leek is the lay chaplain to Methodist Church House , 
London , and a former Vice-President of the British Methodist 
Conference. She lives in Woodstock. 




Correction: In December’s DOOR, women bishops contributor Jonathan Baker should have been titled the Revd Fr, not the Revd Dr. 
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World Church 



Loving welcome in K&K 
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Bv the Revd Tom Moffatt, vicar 
LAST November I led 15 pil- 
grims to our linked diocese 
of Kimberley and Kuruman, 
South Africa. We toured 
Johannesburg Cathedral and 
also also visited the 
Apartheid Museum before 
moving on to Pretoria. At 
Mafikeng museum, we visit- 
ed the Boer War Siege dis- 
play. We enjoyed two nights 
of the warm hospitality of 
the local congregation at 
Mmabatho. Their new 
Church of the Resurrection 
had been consecrated three 
days before at a service 
attended by 800, which last- 
ed from 8 am to 1 pm! 



of Thatcham 

This loving welcome was 
repeated at Batlharos, where 
they took us to a village dec- 
imated by HIV/AIDS (AIDS 
workers pictured above). A 
recent storm had washed 
away their mud-brick hous- 
es. We visited the mission 
founded by Victorians 
Robert and Mary Moffatt, 
who printed the first local- 
language African Bible. 

In both parishes, we sur- 
rendered our inhibitions, 
sang hymns in Setswana, and 
entered into the joy of the 
people, as they sang and 
danced their welcome to us. 
A blessed pilgrimage! 



With God as my guide 




Following in the footsteps of the Hebrews, Rosie and Nadine 



At Home in the 
World Church 

A YEAR of projects and 
events celebrating the 
Oxford diocese ‘At home in 
the World Church’ has 
begun, and the programme 
organisers offer this prayer 
as a focus for the diocese: 
‘God, our Father, 

You invite us to be saints, in 
the company of all people in 
every place who call upon 
the name of Jesus. 

At home in your World 
Church, help us to be glad 
receivers and generous 
givers; 

so that, together we may fol- 
low your Son, 

love our neighbours wherev- 
er we may find them, 
challenge all that oppresses, 
treasure your creation, 
and proclaim your kingdom 
and your glory in the power 
of your spirit. Amen’ 

For more information, see 
www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
worldchurch, or call Katie 
Hartless on 0787 6553890 
or Martin Peirce on 01993 
200103. 



GREAT Missenden’s vicar, 
the Revd Rosie Harper, and 
her pastoral assistant Nadine 
Rose, swapped the comfort 
of home for the heat of the 
desert recently when they 
embarked on a trek through 
the Sanai desert to help 
Christian Aid. 

Rosie and Nadine, of St 
Peter and St Paul’s Church, 
raised more than £8,000 for 
the charity as they walked in 
the footsteps of the Hebrews 
who followed Moses to 
Israel. 

The trek, with Bedouin 
guides, took them through 
the Khudran Valley and the 
coloured canyon to the 
Coast at Tamba, and saw 
them climb Mount Sanai by 
brilliant moonlight. 



HOLY Family Church in 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford, has 
played host to an unusual 
event - the consecration of 
the Revd Beth Torkington as 



Rosie told the DOOR: ‘We 
were able to see the projects 
in villages supported by 
Christian Aid and gain an 
insight into the power of 
God at work in the lives of 
the people there. 

‘The sheer beauty of the 



the first woman Bishop of the 
British Province of the world- 
wide Moravian Church. 
Moravian bishops exercise a 
spiritual and pastoral min- 



place was amazing, but I 
know now that I would 
never venture into the desert 
on my own. God has created 
a beautiful world, but with- 
out a guide, we will struggle 
to get through.’ 



istry and Mrs Torkington will 
continue her daily ministry in 
Leominster. It was a great 
occasion says Martin 
Conway. The church was full. 



Woman Bishop consecrated in Blackbird Leys church 



‘Living and Active and 

By Tony Dickinson 

WOULD you like to join a group from the Oxford diocese at 
the 31st German Protestant Kirchentag? 

The Kirchentag takes place in Cologne from 6-10 June, 
and involves thousands of Christians from around the world. 
Its focus is on the word of God, described as ‘Living and 
active and sharper than any two-edged sword’ by the letter 
to the Hebrews (4:12). 

The event brings together Biblical scholarship, global 
awareness, prophetic witness, political engagement, theologi- 
cal insight, lively debate, mind-blowing worship (and masses 
of music and dance). 

The Oxford visit to the Kirchentag is being organised as 



Sharper’ in Germany 

part of the ‘At Home in the World Church’ year initiative. It 
will be led by the Rt Revd Alan Wilson, Bishop of 
Buckingham. 

Cost for participants (once you’ve got there!) will be 
around £55 for individuals, covering free admission to all 
events and free public transport in and around Cologne. For 
a further £8 you can have a week’s bed-and-breakfast 
accommodation in a German household. There are special 
rates for students, pensioners and the disabled. 

For details and costs call Tony Dickinson on 01494 
520676, email: tony.dickinson@oxford.anglican.org or Sheila 
Brain on email ktag@sheilabrain.com 




by our cookery writer Ann Way 



Banana, honey arid Cardamom cake 



My son and daughter-in-law, both keen walkers, came across 
a version of this recipe in a rambling magazine of all places. 
We think it originates from the southern United States. 

When hiking in the Chilterns they often pop into a church 
and check out the DOOR for my latest recipe, so I hope they 
enjoy this one. 

Ingredients 

2 medium bananas (not too ripe) weighing about 175g (6oz) 
peeled 

llOg (4oz) honey 
15 cardamom pods 
250g (9oz) self-raising flour 
175g (6oz) butter, diced 

75g (3oz) golden caster sugar (soft brown will do) 

2 large eggs beaten 
2 tbspn soured cream 
dried banana chips 
salt 

You’ll need a square cake tin, 18cm (7in) square, 6cm 
(2,5in) deep, lined with well-greased baking parchment. 

Method 

Sift the flour, bicarbonate and salt into a bow. Crush the car- 
damom seeds, removing the husks, then grind with pestle 



and mortar or rolling pin. Mash the bananas thoroughly. 

Heat the butter, sugar and honey in a saucepan gently 
until all is liquified. Remove from the heat, add the bananas 
and mix thoroughly (I use a whisk). Then add the eggs, 
cream, cardamoms and flour, beating well. 

Pour into the baking tin and arrange the banana chips on 
top. 

Bake for 60-70 minutes at 170 deg/C (325 deg F or gas 
mark 3). A skewer should come out clean when the cake is 
cooked. Remove from the oven, leave to cool for 15 min- 
utes, then turn out onto a rack. Wrap in aluminium foil 
when completely cold... unless you’ve already eaten it! 




Lent prize crossword 




Across 

6. Reserve just literary bonan- 
za (4, 4) 

8. Alpha people end prayer (4) 

9. Home barn used to hide tree 
(8) 

10. A set or limited time (4) 

11. Begin fast now after stub- 
bing out (3,9) 

13. Resurrection day (6, 6) 

14. Barb trimmed for thunder 
god (4) 

15. Service that is easy on the 
ear (8) 

18. Wrongs or misdeeds (4) 

19. Nag hunts variety of silk 
( 8 ) 



Down 

1. On no account do this either 
way (2-2) 

2. Like a kind heart hides (4) 

3. Passed-on pupils? Unlikely 
(4,8) 

4. Aspersion cast on new 
Christian (8) 

5. Shrove Tuesday this month 
( 8 ) 

7. Could be IX in 17 (5,7) 

11. Break chair and tick off (8) 

12. Angry kind of buns (3, 5) 

16. Use the Bible to find Mr 
Adamson (4) 

17. Novena to muse number (4) 



To enter the draw for a copy of ‘A Heart in my Head’, the 
new biography of the Rt Revd Richard Harries, former 
Bishop of Oxford, by John Peart-Binns, send your completed 
crossword to The DOOR, Lent crossword, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 ONB by 9 February. 



Answers to the December issue 
Nativity crossword. Across: 

7, town of; 8, benign; 10, bondage; 
11, regal; 12, Ella; 13, shoot; 17, 
seven; 18, kiwi; 22, erica; 23, east- 
ing; 24, cantor; 25, manger. 



Down: 1, stabled; 2, twinkle; , 
roman; 4, fear not; 5, kings; 6, knoll; 
9, Bethlehem; 14, Lebanon; 15, tid- 
ings; 16, singers; 19, peace; 

20, signs; 21, Isaac 
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to travel in 2007 



A community of Christian 
ethos and origin exploring 
contemporary and emerging 
spirituality in the world and 
the church. 



Is it moral - and safe - 



Bv Graham Norton 
CEN travel correspondent & 
member of the Guild of 
Travel Writers 

TRAVEL now is a 

moral issue, part of the 
challenge of global 
warming that we all 
face. Just as most of the 
world (with the possi- 
ble exception of 
President Bush) has 
become convinced of 
the present and immi- 
nent danger of global 
warming, low-cost “no 
frills” air-travel by 
companies such as 
Ryanair is firmly estab- 
lished throughout 
America and Europe. 
All the signs are that it 
will spread to transat- 
lantic, and to south-east 
Asia to Europe routes, 
perhaps by the end of 
this year, certainly by 
the end of 2008. 

We have to constantly 
remember that carbon 
dioxide emissions from 
aviation are an impor- 
tant element in the heat- 
ing up of our planet. 
These “ no frills” 
flights have added enor- 
mously to flights within 
the UK, regional air- 
ports are booming, 
both with internal 
flights and with direct 
take-offs to European 



Scargill House, Kettlewell Skipton, 

North Yorkshire, BD23 5HU 
Tel. 01756 760234. 

info@scargillhouse.co.uk www.scargillhouse.co.uk 



Registered Charity No. 228031 



Scargill 

exploring and celebrating 
an inclusive world 



Scargill’s unique residential centre is set in 98 
acres of the glorious Yorkshire Dales, and offers 
courses, events and retreats of its own whilst 
also welcoming organisations running their own 
activities. 

Come on a course, book a private stay, run your 
own conference here or consider applying to join 
the Community! 



COSTA BLANCA 

near Denia. 

2 bedroomed apartment to let, 
close to long sandy beach. 

Air conditioned. Quiet 
uncommercialised location, 
mountain views, beautiful gardens 
and pool, car park. 

From £115 per week. 

Other apartments available for 
larger parties. 

Telephone English owner on 
00 34 96 280 7483 or e-mail 

cardenstephen@yahoo.co.uk. 



COSTA CAUDA 

La Manga, Murcia 

Modem 2 bedroom apartment with terrace, 
good views, near sea. Sleeps 4, communal pool, 
air-con, TV/DVD/CD/radio, fridge-freezer, 
washing mach, etc. 

Anglican Ch (Eng spkg) 3Km. 

Contact: 

dave.randallgtalktalk.net 
or 029 2075 3352 



destinations. People 
buy second homes in 
France and southern 
Europe, relying on 
these cheap flights to 
get them there. And the 
British, more than any 
other European nation 
seem to feel entitled to 
take at least one holi- 
day trip a year abroad 
by air, either to the 
Mediterranean or fur- 
ther, to the Caribbean, 
to South-East Asia. 
Take the case of our 
Prime Minister, Tony 
Blair, that champion of 
moral cases, of Africa 
at the G8 last year. His 
government has recent- 
ly proposed to double 
taxes on flights “to 
combat climate 

change”. But actually 
they will only add min- 
imally to the cost, will 
probably apply too 
only to internal flights, 
and rather unlikely, as 
27 governments will 
have to agree, possibly 
to intra-EU flights. 
Challenged on Sky TV 
this Tuesday on the 
global warming cost of 
his frequent holidays to 
far-flung destinations, 
Blair replied: “I would 
frankly be reluctant to 
give up my holidays 
abroad.” He also said 
that no party politician 
would advocate stop- 
ping cheap air travel. 
“It's like telling people 
you shouldn't drive 
anywhere”. 

Ah, yes, plus a few 
soothing words and 
gestures: Mr Blair's 

summer holiday in Sir 
Cliff Richard's home in 
Barbados now seems to 
be a regular feature. I 
was one of the select 
few invited to attend a 
small conference at 
Lancaster House last 
November, a personal 
initiative of Mr Blair's, 
or so I gathered, on 



“Transforming the 
Caribbean Economy: 
new avenues for invest- 
ment”. Blair spoke 
briefly, then a splendid 
speech by the Prime 
Minister of Barbados. 
After they had gone, 
working groups came 
up with rather confused 
conclusions. 

But what I took away 
with me was the 
thought that, ah, yes, as 
sugar production is 
being quickly wound 
down-a result of World 
Trade agreements and 
globalisation-and, 
thanks to American 
pressure within that 
framework, the EU can 
no longer give prefer- 
ences to the mostly 
peasant farmers who 
supply us with bananas 
from the West Indies, 
then a case can be made 
for selecting many of 
the West Indian islands 
for a tropical holiday 
on moral grounds. For 
the smaller ones mostly 
depend almost totally 
on tourism. 

We are going to hear a 
lot in March on how 
those islands' popula- 
tions came to be there: 
brought by British 
slave-ships, a trade 
which through agita- 
tion by men such as 
Wilberforce and 

Clarkson, both good 
Anglicans, with staunch 
Quaker allies was 
ended 200 years ago by 
an act of parliament of 
March 25, 1807. So, 
trade in your own per- 
sonal carbon emissions 
by knowing you are 
helping to create jobs to 
replace those being lost 
in agriculture through 
selfish Western actions. 
Top of the list I would 
put St Kitts. Sugar pro- 
duction has only just 
been abandoned, so 
tourism is to be all. 



Learn French in a pleasant suburb of Paris 

Long and short courses at 5 levels throughout the school year 
PLUS one-week revision and exam preparation course in April 
and three-week summer school in Juiy/August. Multimedia lab. 
single and family accommodation, childcare facility. 
Christian basis, good contacts with local community and churches. 

www.lescedres.com lescedres@gmail.com 
17 voie de Wissous, 91300 Massy, France. Tel: 00 331 6930 0067 
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It is also England's old- 
est Caribbean settle- 
ment. Wonderful 
beaches, walking on the 
tropical forest-clad cen- 
tral mountain, fine 
Anglican churches, and 
a great fortress, 
Brimstone Hill, “the 
Gibraltar of the West 
Indies”, which is now 
an historical centre and 
often a place for 
vibrant community 
activity. You can fly 
there relatively cheaply 
via XL airlines (though 
not at “no-frills” prices 
thank goodness: some 
comforts are needed on 
transatlantic flights). To 
help islands so, for the 
moment, dependent on 
bananas, visit 

Dominica, St Vincent 
and Grenada (this last 
hit hard by hurricanes 
two years or so ago, but 
the tourist facilities 
have recovered), and 
enjoy the superb 
scenery and warm hos- 
pitality. 

Tropical trips can be 
combined with charita- 
ble actions-Google the 
country name on the 
web, and you'll find 
opportunities. In 
Africa, say. The 
Gambia, dropping in 
just 50 or 100 ball- 
point pens-start hoard- 
ing those free ones— to 
a local school will be 
deeply appreciated. 
With the right attitude, 
you too can learn a lot. 
But remember, for 
Europe, you don't have 
to fly. The train is much 
more carbon-friendly. 
From November, 14, 



Pilgrim 

Adventure 

Christian journeys in small informal 
groups, to places on the edge... 

Iona 

West Wales 
Donegal 
Isle of Man 
Orkney 

2007 programme brochure 
available 

Tel: 01834 844212 

E-mail: 

pilgrim.adventure@virgin.net 

www.pilgrim-adventure.org.uk 



Eurostar begins services 
from St Pancras 
International, using the 
UK's first high-speed 
line cutting the travel 
time to Paris to a mere 
2hrs 15 minutes. 

And, as the CEO of 
Eurostar has just said, 
from St Pancras the 
trains will “be seam- 
lessly connected into 
the high-speed network 
which is growing across 
Europe”. 

There are, of course, 
several venues in the 
UK for those who pre- 
fer to avoid environ- 
mental damage. Some 
of these are advertised 
on this page. 

A final word this year 
about safety: interna- 
tional terrorism 

increasingly targets 
transportation, air- 
ports, holiday hotels. 
Some analysts predict 
attacks increasing this 
year. I'd personally 
avoid the Near and 
Middle East. 

But for those who do 
want to go to the Holy 
Land, why not augment 
the experience by tak- 
ing part in a study tour? 
Shoresh, for example, 
offer excellent tours. 
Before you travel, con- 
sult the Foreign and 
Commonwealth web- 
site: www.fco.gov.uk, 
where their Travel 
Advisory Unit lets you 




“Know Before You 
Go”. They advise the 
relative risk-all travel to 
Somalia, for instance- 
but also to parts of 
countries on the tourist 



map. Examples: India, 
Sri Lanka, Fiji, Israel 
and the Occupied 
Territories, Thailand. 
Graham Gendall 
Norton 



We would like to know 
which places at home 
or abroad readers 
would be interested in 
visiting. E-mail us at 
cen@churchnewspa- 



per.com, or drop us a $ 
postcard, and we will 5 
try to take your prefer- 
ences into account in 
future travel features. 



Brunei 
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A place for physical 
I a 'spiritual r 



4-Night Midweek 
Breaks and 3-Night 
Weekend Breaks 






*•*% 



“It s impossible to escape the love, care 
and hospitality that envelops you at 
Brunei Manor. This coupled with its idyllic 
setting, makes it a fantastic place 
for a meaningful break. 

Diane- Louise Jordan 

* Special Interest Breaks m 

• Personal Holidays 

• Guest Speakers Jj 

* Houseparties Jj 

Conferences 
Retreats 
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Slavery, a modern shame 



THERE are more than 27 
million children, women and 
men that are slaves right 
now. And, as this year we 
reflect on 200 years since the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade 
Abolition Bill was passed in 
British Parliament, this time- 
ly small book simply awak- 
ens readers to the realities. 

It is estimated that the 
transatlantic slave trade in its 

The bounds of modern 
slavery have added 
horror and evil to 
immorality. The role 
that religions have 
played is outlined. 



400 years accounted for up 
to 12 million Africans who 
were shipped from Africa to 
colonies in North and South 
America and West Indies, 
This book focuses on three 
countries: Sudan, Uganda 
and Burma (Myanmar). It 
describes the atrocities and 
types of current slavery 
including child labour, child 
soldiers, sexual slavery, 
forced labour, and forced 
identity (change your reli- 
gion, language, culture or 
die). The enslaved are forced 



to raid villages, even their 
own, in order to kill and 
enslave others. Humans are 
used as minesweepers. There 
is a systematic use of rape as 
a weapon of war. Children 
are turned into killers. The 
‘trajectories of despair’ are 
unending - yet the authors 
describe that there really is a 
’shattering silence’. The 
bounds of modern slavery 
have added horror and evil 
to immorality. The role that 
religions have played is out- 
lined. 

The strength of the book is 
that it re-tells the stories of 
individuals, families, villages 
and communities - often 
quoting the words of the 
enslaved to ‘let the victims 
speak’. These stories have 
been collected directly by 
one of the authors - Caroline 
Cox. The echoes of the sto- 
ries resound long after you 
have finished reading. The 
photographs bring home the 
reality for those suffering. 

The book ends with a 
short and clear description of 
slavery past and present and 
a series of causes and ‘justifi- 
cations’ for modern slavery. 
The reader is challenged. In 
fact it leaves one wondering 
whether we have succumbed 
to a mental slavery; to all 



that has become so impor- 
tant to us that we have 
allowed today’s slavery and 
suffering to remain largely 
unrecorded and unrecog- 
nised. 

The book reminds us of a 
basic biblical principle that 
our own hope relies on our 
‘enslavement’ to strive with 
those that seem to have little 
or no hope. 

Raj Patel is the Diocesan 
Adviser for Racial Justice 




THIS IMMORAL TRADE: 
S LAVERY IN THE 21ST CEN- 
TURY 

BARONESS COX AND DR 
MARKS 

MONARCH BOOKS 
€8,99 



Book 

Give-away 
This Immoral 
Trade’ 

RAISE your awareness of the 
realities of slavery, past and 
present with a copy of 'This 
Immoral Trade: Slavery in 
the 21st Century'. 

Publishers Monarch Books 
have given The DOOR five 
copies to give away to read- 
ers who can correctly answer 
the following question: 

Which MP famously 
campaigned for the aboli- 
tion of slavery, and drew up 
the Bill of 1807 banning 
areas under British control 
from trading in slaves. 

Send your answer, by 1 
March, to The DOOR, 'This 
Immoral Trade' book com- 
petition, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford, 0X2 0NB. 

Correct entries will be 
entered into a draw to find 
the winners. 

If your Church hasn't 
decided on its study theme 
for Lent yet, see page 10 
for organisations that have 
produced resources to 
study the issue of slavery 
as we approach the bicen- 
tennary of British 
Parliament's abolition of 
the slave trade. 



Village life recorded 

Bv Elizabeth O'Sullivan. Wheatley Village Archive 

‘THE Most Difficult Village’ 
is described as an essay by 
John Prest to celebrate the 
150th anniversary of the 
building of St Mary’s church 
in Wheatley. It is, in fact, a 
readily accessible book full 
of fascinating detail about 
the village’s history. 

It was written in response 
to a request from the 
Parochial Church Council. 

The ten chapters are illus- 
trated with excellent repro- 
ductions of early maps and 
drawings and both black 
and white and coloured pho- 
tographs. 

Previous Wheatley resi- 
dents, whose names remain 
inscribed on houses, roads 
and memorial stones, are 
mentioned and their lives 
and activities recorded, 
reflecting the broader social 
situation of the times. Local 
history, architecture, social 
reform, environmental 
issues, the arts, education 
and religious affairs are all 
dealt with in this wide-rang- 
ing treatise. 

There is critical observa- 
tion of people’s behaviour; 
but also humour and under- 
standing, which enables the 
reader better to appreciate 
some of the characters 



involved with the politics, 
business dealings and every- 
day life, which for many in 
Wheatley was unpleasant 
and hard. 

On the odd occasion 
nowadays one is tempted to 
complain of rubbish in the 
streets and loutish behav- 
iour. Perhaps it is of comfort 
to know that parallels can 
still be drawn and Wheatley, 
though much improved in 
many ways, remains a place 
of busy individuals who col- 
lectively shape the lives of 
each other. 

This book will be much 
appreciated and a welcome 
addition to ’other local publi- 
cations, which have been 
produced over the years. 



THE MOST 
DIFFICULT 
VILLAGE 

JOHN 

PREST 

NUFFIELD 

PRESS 




£7* 



*From local outlets, or £9 (inc 
p&p) by post from Christopher 
Sprent, 7 Farm Close Lane, 
Wheatley, 0X33 1UG. Cheques 
payable to St Mary the Virgin, 
Wheatley 





It’s time for 

Comfy Pew Cushions 

Send now for FREE sample pack 
& colour swatches. 
Congregations all over Britain 
are sitting in comfort. 

Dept CN 101 
Safefoam 
Green Lane 
Riley Green 
Hoghton 
Preston 
PR5 0SN 
freephone 
08000154433 

www. safefoam .co. uk 





FOR A FREE CATALOGUE 
TEL 01494 67 60 60 
FAX 01494 67 81 81 

64 LONDON END 
BEACONSFIELD 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HP9 2JD 
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Contact us for 
expert advice 
and quotation 

AYR UPHOLSTERY 
LIMITED , 

Tel: 0845 094 2820 
Email: 

\^info@ayrapholstery.corn^ 




Traditional Upholstery 
GieNie-Uphoistery 

specialises in antique upholstery 
restoration. Free consultation/estimates. 

Rabea Giebfried-Nietzard, 
MA, BA(HONS) 

Tel: (ev) 01494 444258 
Mobile: 07967 137327 
Email: rabea_gienie@msn.com 




Is your parish seeking a fresh vision for mission? 
Then Paul Williams could be the person for your team. 

He has 8 years experience in ordained parish 
ministry, alongside his work with 
Radstock Ministries, an emerging network of missionary 
churches. Want to know more? 

Contact him on 01279 427357, paul-w@xaltco.uk or visit 
him at www.criesofeseagull.com 



BROKEN RITES 

Support group for divorced 
and separated clergy wives 
Contact 0114 268 2980 
or 020 8943 4688 
Website 

www. brokenrites. org 



FREE COPY 

of Search 

Magazine and Bible Study Booklet. 

Write: The Open Bible Trust, 

8C Fordland Mount, 

Upper Basildon, Reading RG8 8LU. 

E-mail admin@obt.org.uk. 

Visit www.obt.org.uk 



SINGLE? 

Christian Friendship 
Fellowship (established 1976) 
has much to offer. 

Full details 
info@c-f-f.co.uk, 
www.c-f-f.co.uk or 
01302 711007 



Silver Connections - 

Introductions for Over 50’s 

For people who share 
Christian values 

PO Box 149 Thirsk Y07 4WQ 
or mobile 07890 322924 

silverconnections@hotmail.co.uk 

www.silverconnections.co.uk 




To advertise 
here ring 



020 7417 5801 

Or email 

ads@churchnewspaper.com 



HILLTOP 

AUDIO 

SUPPLIES 

• Sound reinforcement 

• Induction loops 

• Video/data projection 

• Nationwide installation 

Tel: 0115 927 8291 

Email: 

info@hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Web: 

www.hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Unit 2 Broxtowe Park 
Business Centre, 
Calverton Drive, Streley, 
Nottingham NG8 6QP 



VIDEO PROJECTOR SOFTWARE 

Use 'Easy Worship' to easily display 
lyrics, scripture, images, 
video and more. 

Free trial and more information from 
www.churchvideo.co.uk/easyworship 








COURSES TRAINING CONFERENCES WORKSHOPS 

•dor 



ost 



FEBRUARY 

Mon 5 SUTTON COURTENAY 

Log fire evening: Revd Dr Marcus 
Braybrooke, ‘Jesus and the 
Buddha’, The Abbey 7.30pm. 
01235 847401, <admin@the- 

abbeysc. demon.co.uk>. 

Tile 6 OXFORD Council of 
Christians & Jews: Prof. Keith 
Ward, ‘Is Religion Dangerous?’, 
Garrard Room, Harris Manchester 
College, Mansfield Rd 8pm. 01865 
726959. 

Thu 8 NEWBURY Organ Recital 
(Ian May), St Nicolas’ Church 
1.10pm. 0118 940 3209. 

Fri 9 OXFORD Unicom Group 
open meeting: Dr Martin Conway, 
‘Turning Points in Christianity as a 
World-wide Faith’, 1 Canterbury 
Rd. Coffee 12.30pm; bring own 
lunch l-2pm. 01865 243865. 

Sat 10-Sun 11 and Sat 17 
COWLEY (Oxford) Snowdrop 
Weekends St James’ Church: spring 
flowers in churchyard. 10am-4pm 
10th and 17th; 2-4pm 11th. Light 
refreshments in 12th-century 
church. 

Mon 12 MILTON KEYNES 

Gathering for those in MK area 
interested in starting a Godly Play 
network. Tea, coffee, cakes 
10am- 12pm. Children welcome; 
child care provided. Details Cathy, 
Bridgebuilder Trust, 01908 



270670, email <cathy@mkbt.org>. 

Fri 23 OXFORD Unicom Group 
open meeting: Dr Timothy Bartel, 
‘The Windsor Report: a way 
Forward for the Anglican Com- 
munion?’ 1 Canterbury Rd. Coffee 
12.30pm; bring own lunch l-2pm. 
01865 243865. 

Sat 24 READING Organ Recital 
(Christopher Cipkin), Great Hall, 
Reading University 7.30pm. 0118 
940 3209. 

Tbe 27 ALTON Organ Recital 
(Oundle recital winner), St 
Lawrence Church 8pm. 0118 940 
3209. 

MARCH 

Thu 8 NEWBURY Organ Recital 
(Christine Wells), St Nicolas’ 
Church 1.10pm. 0118 940 3209. 

Wed 14 READING Organ Recital 
(Keith Heamshaw), Town Hall 
lpm. 0118 940 3209. 

Thu 22 OXFORD Council of 
Christians & Jews: Prof. Michael 
Spiro, ‘Chocolate with Religion’, 
Oxford Jewish Centre, Richmond 
Rd 8pm. 01865 726959. 

Sat 24 EASTHAMPSTEAD 
Organ Recital (David Old) Parish 
Church 7.30pm. 0118 940 3209. 



Women’s World Day of 
Prayer Fri 2 March 

Prepared by the women of 
Paraguay: local services 
across Diocese 



compiled by Clare Wenharo 

FEBRUARY2007 



Diocesan Rolling 
Programme 

20 Feb (5 weeks) Eucharist 
(Level 2) 7.15- 9.30pm, 
Diocesan Church House £15 
10 Mar Advanced Preaching 
(Level 2) 10am-4pm (bring 
lunch), Diocesan Church House 
£15 

Full programme: Sheila 
Townsend, Diocesan Church 
House, tel. 01865 208277 , 
<sheila. townsend@oxford. 
anglican.org> 

Emerging Church 
27 Jan, 24 Feb, 24 Mar 

Emerging Church - the Journey 
To resource small teams and 
individuals working in or to- 
wards Fresh Expressions of 
Church Chandlers Ford 
Methodist Church, Eastleigh, 
Hants 

Details: Sheila Townsend, 
Diocesan Church House, tel. 
01865 208277, <sheila. 
townsend@oxford.anglican. org 

Vocations 

1 Feb Anglicanism & the 
Future Revd Mark Chapman St 
Nicolas Church, Earley, 

Reading 8-9. 3 0pm (Berkshire 
Vocations Fellowship) 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is 
designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your events to 
doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The deadline for the 
March 2007 issue is Wednesday 7 February 



Courses, Special Events 



8 Feb A Rich Variety of 
Ministries Blackbird Leys Team 
7.45-9. 30pm Diocesan Church 
House (Oxford/Dorchester 
Vocations Fellowship) 

Debbie Dallimore, Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 01865 
208291, <debbie. dallimore 
@oxford.anglican. org> 

Homelessness 
Fri 2 & Sat 3 Feb 

Homelessness - a problem or an 
opportunity? Display of work 
by different agencies St Michael 
at the North Gate Church, 
Oxford 11.30am- 3.30pm 
(speakers Friday 12-1 pm) 

Anne Proudley, Chaplain to the 
Homeless in Central Oxford, 
<homelesschaplain@yahoo.co.uk> 

Children with Special 
Needs 23 Feb Special Kids, 
Special Needs: talk by Steve and 
Jenny Hellyer; chance to meet 
others in a similar position; 
starting point for developing 
prayer and support in your 
church area; bookstall and 
information. Greyfriars Church, 
Reading 8pm; free 
Supporting Special Kids in 
Prayer: Karen Porter, tel. 0118 
946 3775; <sandkporter@ btin- 
ternet.com> 



1 Jesus Christ - Suffering 
and Glory’: Chaplains’ 
Mission to the University 
of Oxford, 30 Jan-2 Feb 

Led by the Archbishop of York, 
the Most Revd and Rt Hon 
John Sentamu 

The mission will invite members 
of the two universities in 
Oxford and residents of the city 
to consider the message of Jesus 
Christ in the world today 
Evening meetings 8.15pm: 
music, talk by Archbishop, 
questions: 31 Jan University 
Church; 1 Feb University 
Church; 2 Feb Sheldonian 
Theatre 

See <http://www. 
sufferingandglory.com>; general 
contact email <andrew.teal@ 
Pembroke. ox. ac.uk> 

Walk of Witness 
24 Mar London 

Join the Archbishops of Canter- 
bury and York in a Walk of 
Christian Witness to mark the 
bicentenary of the Act for the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade: 
the Church of England’s nation- 
al contribution to Set All Free, a 
project of Churches Together in 
England. (Special service in 
Oxford: see next column) 
Details, including how to regis- 
ter: <www. makingourmark. 
org.uk> 



Remembering Slavery, 
Set All Free 25 Mar 6pm 
Christ Church Cathedral 

A special service to commem- 
orate the 200th anniversary of 
the abolition of the trans- 
atlantic slave trade. Singing 
by ‘Black Voices’, Blackbird 
Leys ‘Singing Estate’ Choir, 
Oxfordshire children; dance 
by Gelede Dance. 

Free but booking essential: 

< mary.bide@chch.ox.ac.uk >, 
or Precentor, Christ Church 
Cathedral, St Aldate’s , 

Oxford OX1 1DP. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins 
(coffee in Priory Room); 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 

6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Hdy Communion; 
1-1. 10pm Praying at One 
(Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday); 1pm Wednesday only 
Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursday 
Sung Eucharist 6pm) 

Cathedral Office 01865 276155; 
Cathedral Secretary <$ally-am. 
ford@chch. ox.ac. uk>; website 
<www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk> 



February Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 



'A bruised reed he will not break 
and a smouldering wick he will 
not put out . ' Isaiah 42: 3 

Let us pray to God our Father 
through Jesus Christ his Son, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit for: 

Thu 1 Burnham and Slough 
Deanery Give thanks for the 
way new groupings of parishes 
are enabling new forms of mis- 
sion and ministry. Pray for the 
necessary resources and person- 
nel to continue the deanery sec- 
tor ministries: Mission to Work 
and Economic Life, Community 
Chaplaincy, Hospital Chaplain- 
cy, and Work with Asian 
Christians and people of other 
faiths. Area dean - Allen Walker; 
associate area dean - Susan 
Smith; synod lay chairman - Jo 
Saunders; industrial chaplain - 
vacancy; clergy - Carlylle 
Deamer; licensed lay minister - 
Michael Wilcockson; licensed 
lay worker - Norman Critchell; 
deanery ecumenical representa- 
tive - Alan Bignell; deaf chaplain 
- Roger Williams. 

Fri 2 Candlemas - the 
Presentation of Christ in 
the Temple The Cathedral 
Church of Christ and The 
Queen's Free Chapel of St 
George Within Her Castle at 
Windsor; the Deans and 
Chapters, the staff and Friends, 
those associated with the educa- 
tional roles of these churches. 
The ministry of hospitality to 
visitors in all churches. Those 



who maintain churches and 
church property, including those 
with responsibility on the 
Diocesan Buildings and Glebe 
Committees. 

Sat 3 Burnham with 
Dropmore, Hitcham and 
Taplow Team ministry: clergy - 
Olivia Graham, Gill Lovell, Alan 
Dibden, Tom Hewson, Rosie 
Hewson, Nick Plant. Famham 
Royal with Hedgerley: clergy - 
Graham Saunders, Stanley 
Bedwell, Gordon Briggs. 

Sun 4 Third Sunday before 
Lent All initiatives and prepa- 
rations to study the faith during 
Lent. The Diocesan Board of 
Education staff and the 111 
aided and 169 controlled schools 
which they advise and assist: 
director - Leslie Stephen; assis- 
tant director - Gordon Joiner; 
advisers - Roy Davey, Eileen 
Northey, Jo Fageant, Julie 
Mintem. Diocesan Board for 
Stewardship, Training, Evang- 
elism and Ministry staff and the 
resources they provide for 
ordained and lay ministries: 
director - Keith Lamdin. 

Mon 5 Iver St Peter: churchwar- 
dens during vacancy; clergy - 
Brian Griffiths, Tony Williams; 
licensed lay minister - Jim 
Dashper; youth pastor - Darren 
Quinnell. 

TVie 6 Iver Heath: clergy - Will 
Hazlewood; licensed lay minister 
- John Mitchell. 

Wed 7 National Marriage 
Week <www.nmw.org.uk> 



FLAME - Family life and 
Marriage Education: co-chairs 
Andrew and Elisabeth Goddard. 
Thu 8 Langley Marish team 
ministry: clergy - Robin 

Grayson, Bruce Russell, 
Christopher Hanson. Riverside: 
clergy - Peter Wyard, Lucy Holt, 
Simon Douglas Lane; licensed 
lay ministers - Alison Hassall, 
Beryl Walters; parish evangelist - 
Mike Miller; churchwardens 
during vacancy. 

Fri 9 Slough St Paul: clergy - 
Mike Cotterell; parish evangel- 
ists - Gilbert David, Uznia 
David. 

Sat 10 Stoke Poges: clergy - 
Harry Latham; children's/youth 
worker - Gem Powell. Upton- 
cum Chalvey Team Ministry: 
clergy - Andrew Allen. 

Sun 1 1 Second Sunday 
before Lent - Sexagesima 

Churches Together in England 
and all in leadership in Local 
Ecumenical Partnerships. Dio- 
cesan Ecumenical Officers - 
Tessa Kuin Lawton, Moira 
Astin, Tony Dickinson; County 
Ecumenical Officers - Bede 
Gerrard, Honor Alleyne, David 
Scott, Mary Cotes. 

Mon 12 West Slough Team 
Ministry: clergy - John 

Chorlton, Sarah Pix, Susan 
Smith, Jan Cotman; licensed lay 
minister - Bob Saunders; church- 
wardens during vacancies. 
Wexham: clergy - Ros Donovan. 
TUe 13 Deddington Deanery. 
Pray that the deanery will use the 



energy generated by the Stirring 
for Growth paper and all the 
fears about clergy deployment, 
to be a spur for outward-looking 
sharing of faith and hope in Jesus 
Christ. Pray for St Francis LEP 
with a new minister David 
Jackson starting in February and 
for Bloxham Benefice and St 
Hugh's in interregna. Area dean 

- Ben Phillips; synod lay chair- 
man - Lindsay Mills; youth 
worker - Clare Newcome; dean- 
ery ecumenical representative - 
Stephen Fletcher 

Wed 14 Adderbury: clergy - 
Stephen Fletcher, Sue Newby; 
licensed lay minister - Paul 
Godwin. Banbury Group 
Ministry - St Francis: church- 
wardens during vacancy; 
Church Army - Chris Gaynor St 
Hugh: clergy - David Jackson; 
licensed lay minister - Mary 
Jackson. St Leonard: clergy - 
Mark Charmley. St Mary: clergy 

- Janet Chapman, Louise Adey 
Huish, Neil Eldridge; licensed 
lay minister - Roger Verrall. St 
Paul: clergy - Edward Coombs; 
licensed lay minister - Dennis 
Smith; lay worker - Jeanette 
Law. 

Thu 15 Bloxham with 
Milcombe and South Newing- 
ton: clergy - Stephen Ware, 
Derek Witchell. Bodicote: clergy 

- Ben Phillips, Brian Gardner; 
licensed lay minister - George 
Walker. 

Fri 1 6 Deddington with 
Barford, Clifton and Hempton: 
clergy - Hugh White, John 



Dane; youth worker - Marianna 
Jablonska. Ironstone: clergy - 
Jeffrey Chard, Pamela Smith; 
licensed lay minister - John 
Straw. 

Sat 1 7 Shire's Edge: clergy - Pat 
Freeth, Lynda Alcock. 
Wykeham: clergy - Timothy 
Wimbush. 

Sun 18 Sunday next before 
Lent - Sexagesima Aware of 
the diversity of parish profiles 
within the diocese, we pray that 
each of us may find appropriate 
ways to keep the fast of Lent. 
Mon 19 Newbury Deanery. 
Area dean - Tom Moffat; synod 
lay chairman - Justin Brett. 

Tile 20 Beedon and Peasemore 
with West Ilsley and 
Famborough and Brightwalton 
with Catmore, Leckhampstead, 
Chaddleworth and Fawley: cler- 
gy - John Townend, Denise 
Brown, Trevor Maines. 

Wed 21 Ash Wednesday 
Chieveley with Winterbourne 
and Oare: clergy - John 

Toogood. Eastbury with East 
Garston: clergy - Tony 

Cumberlidge; licensed lay minis- 
ter - Angela Gosden. 

Thu 22 Greenham: clergy - 
John Clarke, Martin Cawte, 
Brian Jones. Hermitage Team 
Ministry: clergy - Stephen 

Hartley, Anthony Lynn; licensed 
lay ministers - Richards Betts, 
John Davies; churchwardens 
during vacancy. 

Fri 23 Hungerford with 
Denford: clergy - Andrew 



Sawyer Kintbury with Avington 
and West Woodhay with 
Enbome, Hamstead Marshall, 
Inkpen and Combe: clergy - 
Julie Ramsbottom, Ian Blyth, 
Jonathan Meyer; Cathy Pynn; 
licensed lay minister - Matthew 
Cookson. 

Sat 24 Lambourn: clergy - 
Tony Cumberlidge; licensed lay 
minister - Angela Gosden. 
Newbury Team Ministry: clergy 
- David Stone, Edward Hobbs, 
Helen Wilkinson, Bernard 
Dagnall, Paul Cowan; licensed 
lay ministers - Jane Sutton, 
Elizabeth Pook, Terry Winrow; 
youth worker - Simon Comer. 

Sun 25 First Sunday in Lent 

The companion relationships 
with the Diocese of Kimberley 
and Kuruman and the Diocese of 
Vaxjo: link co-ordinators - Nick 
Molony and Tony Dickinson. 
Council for Partnership in World 
Mission: chairman - Martin 
Peirce. 

Mon 26 Shaw cum 
Donnington: clergy - Brian 
Taylor, Buff Forbes Stone. 
Thatcham: clergy - Tom Moffat, 
Pete Jarvis, David Scurr, Marion 
Fontaine. 

The 27 Welford with Wickham 
and Great Shefford, Boxford and 
Stockcross: clergy - Nigel Sands. 
Wed 28 Diocesan Finance and 
ICT Department; PCC treasur- 
ers and stewardship recorders. 



CtP_6 1st 






CtP 6 1st 




YOUTH VIEW 



R U ready to go Live@6 in Wheatley? 



‘WHAT can we 
do for the young 
people in and 
around 
Wheatley ?’ was a 
question raised 
at a staff meeting 
early last sum- 
mer. 

The benefice 
of Wheatley con- 
sists of 12 parishes, from 
Horton-cum-Studley all the 
way over to Horspath. The 
A 40 creates something of a 
divide, so it was agreed that 
whatever project we started, 
it would be a good idea to 
have something from which 
the young people of all the 
villages could benefit, thus 
fostering a greater sense of 
‘team spirit’. 

Live @6 was the answer, 
and it has been running now 
since October, on the second 
Sunday of each month at 
6 pm for around two hours. 

Our age range is roughly 
10-15 year-olds, and we 
have a mix of young people 
coming along, sometimes 
bringing friends from fur- 
ther afield. 

Our format is usually: 
Arrival and games to get to 
know each other better; wel- 
come and an introduction to 



the evening’s 
theme (which 
we try and 
align with the 
church year); a 
talk; then dis- 
cussion in 
small groups, 
sometimes 
with a craft 
activity; 
singing (with the young peo- 
ple helping to lead with 
instruments); followed by 
prayer-time which is often 
interactive; more singing! 

Finally, we serve refresh- 
ments - hot chocolate and 
Krispy Kreme donuts (they 
do a special deal for us!) 
which go down extremely 
well. Then, in the 15 min- 
utes or so remaining the 
young people hang out, run 
about and play ‘Twister’ 
(not all at once!). 

We have a regular team of 
helpers who meet to plan 
the evenings. Publicity is key 
too, but we have found that 
it is the young people them- 
selves who spread the word: 
‘R U ready to go Live@?’ 

It seems that the answer 
so far has been ‘absolutely’! 
The Revd Dr Helen-Ann 
Hartley is Assistant Curate , 
St. Mary's, Wheatley. 




O Perfect Love 



With Valentine's Day and National 
Marriage Week this month, possibly turning 
the thoughts of some couples in the diocese 
to greater commitment, author and DOOR 
contributor Gerry Hanson has delved into 
history to bring us the story behind a hymn 
that has been a popular choice at church 
weddings for many years: '0 Perfect Love 7 . 

GETTING married in Church is still the preferred choice of 
many couples. In a nationwide survey of 20-60 year olds 
(commissioned by Wedding Invitation UK) 60 per cent said 
they would opt for a traditional church wedding. 

Few people will have a wedding hymn written specially for 
them. But that was the good fortune of 22-year-old Katherine 
Blomfield, daughter of the Revd Frederick G Blomfield, rector 
of St Andrew’s Undershaft in London, in the 19th century. 

While, holidaying with her family in the Lake District she 
was excitedly planning her wedding with her older sister 
Dorothy, who had a reputation for poetry, (her composition, 



Picking up pencil and paper, Dorothy left the 
room saying she would see what she could 
come up with. In just half an hour she returned 
with the now famous hymn x 0 Perfect Love 7 . 



‘The Lord God planted a garden in the first white days of the 
world’, was to become a favourite of gardeners). 

A particular favourite hymn of Katherine’s was ‘Strength 
and Stay’ by J B Dykes. But, although she loved the tune she 
felt the words inappropriate for her wedding. 

‘What’s the use of a sister who writes poetry, if she can’t 
write new words to this tune?’ she asked Dorothy. 




Picking up pencil and paper, Dorothy left the room saying 
she would see what she could come up with. 

In just half-an-hour she returned with the now famous 
hymn ‘O Perfect Love’. Perfect! For several years the hymn 
was sung only at a select few weddings, but in 1889 it found 
its way into the supplement of ‘Hymns Ancient and Modern.’ 

In the same year Queen Victoria’s grand-daughter, Princess 
Louise, chose it for her wedding to the Duke of Fife and its 
popularity was assured. 

Strangely, although the Princess loved the words, she was 
less enamoured of the tune, and turned to Sir Joseph Barnaby, 
for a new sound. It is to his tune we sing the hymn today. 

Dorothy was 40 years old before she married the Revd 
Gerald Gurney. Then, after 22 years of marriage and faithful 
service to the Anglican Church, they shocked their families 
when they were received into the Roman Catholic Church. 

Gerald had to resign his living and their later years were a 
financial struggle. 

Ironically, their difficulties could have been alleviated if 
Dorothy had claimed royalties from her now famous compo- 
sition. But, despite the thousands of times it was used, she 
never exercised her copyright. 

For more information about National Marriage Week see 
ivtvw.nmw.org.uk 



BCP services hard to find? 



PBS 

Prayer Rook 
Societv 



Registered Charity No. 1099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 01 18 958 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk 



(OF OXFORD) 



AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 




‘Be faithful until death, and I will give 
you the crown of life’ Revelation 2:10 

FEBRUARY is the month when the 
Church remembers several martyrs, and 
looking through the calendar I was struck 
by the astonishing variety that the people 
listed represented. We have, for instance, 
the ‘martyrs of Japan’ on 6 February - 
intrepid Catholic missionaries who went 
to the other end of the world to preach the 
gospel in the 16th century, and were hor- 
ribly slaughtered by their would-be con- 
verts. 

There is the (possibly legendary?) 
Valentine on 14 February, who is said to 
have died in Rome in the third century. 
Then, much nearer our time, there is the 
great Ugandan archbishop Janani Luwum 
on 17 February, killed for opposing the 
cruelties and injustices of President Amin 
in 1977. Finally on 23 February we 
remember one of the first great Christian 
martyrs, Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, 
burnt to death for his confession of Christ. 

A ‘martyr’ is literally a ‘witness’ - one 
word covers both in the Greek of the New 



Testament. The implication is that any- 
one, anywhere, who is prepared bear wit- 
ness to Christ and the gospel must accept 
that it will cost something - perhaps even 
his or her life. 

The verse at the head of this column 
underlines this truth. To be truly ‘faithful’ 
one must be so ‘until death’. It was a 
warning Jesus gave to his disciples almost 
as soon as they had confessed their belief 
in him as the Messiah. ‘If any want to 
become my followers’, he said, ‘let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me’ (Mark 9:34). As Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer argued, there is no such thing 
as ‘cheap grace*. 

Christians shouldn’t seek martyrdom, 
whether it’s a matter of life or death or 
more simply popular opposition or 
ridicule. On the other hand, a milk-and- 
water kind of faith, which buckles at the 
first sign of criticism or disagreement, has 
little to offer in a world of robustly held 
beliefs and ideas. 

We have a wonderful heritage to hon- 
our. In many parts of the world Christians 
are bravely and responsibly holding the 
faith in the face of physical and psycho- 
logical persecution. Of course it’s nice to 
be popular, but sometimes it’s right (if less 
pleasant) to stand firm against what we 
believe to be wrong, unjust and untrue. 
It’s unlikely we’ll get fed to the lions or 
burnt at the stake, but to do what we 
believe is right will probably cost us some- 
thing. If it doesn’t, it’s probably not worth 
fighting for any way! 



Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broad- 
caster and author of many books including ‘Old Words New Life’ (BRF); which offers reflections on forty key Old 
Testament words and ‘Making Sense of the Bible’ (Lion); a simple, no-nonsense guide to using the Bible. 

He lives in Oxford with his wife, Ros. 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 




3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel; 0118 956 8534 Fax; 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 






